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Chapter 12 

'The Collaboration Spectrum 
darY stories as W

ind~ws into Gendered Change 
vgen in St6:16 Understandings of Territoriality 

I(EITI-1 'fH
O

R CARLSO
N, NAXAXALHTS'I 

(ALBERT "SoNNY" M
cHALSIE), 

COLIN M
VRRAY O

SM
O

ND, AND TSANDLIA VAN RY 

Introduction 

W
hen one of our St6:lii fam

ilies hosts a potlatch feast to transfer a 
h ereditary name across generations we always hire a speaker from

 
another family to conduct the work and to be the voice through 
which the family com

m
unicates its history. W

hen a loved one passes 
away the people who conduct the funeral ceremony, and those who 
dig the grave, have to com

e from
 outside the fam

ily. It's also like 
this when we clean our cem

eteries. W
e clear the brush and grass 

away as com
m

unities each year, but we can't clean our own family 
members' graves. That history is too close to us. It's too strong. W

e 
need someone else to be in between .... These traditions show

 that 
there is im

portant work that we need our friends and allies to do 
with us and som

etimes for us. W
e have history and we live and 

communicate that history every day through our cerem
onies and 

our oral t 
d" · 

ra ittons. But there are tim
es when it is appropriate to have 

someone y ou trust com
m

unicate aspects of that history to others on 

295 

....... 
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your behalf. D
oing it this way allow

s us to hum
bI 

th 
h 

h . 
. 

. 
e oursel 

it enables others to see 
at t e 

1stoncal interpretation 
Ves, ¾

d 
through another set of eyes and ears. 

has Passed 

-N
ax .utalhts'p 

N
axaxalhts'i (aka A

lbert "Sonny" M
cH

alsie, historian and 
, -

d 
cuitur l 

at the Sto:lo Research an 
R

esource M
anagem

ent C
ent 

a advis 
. 

. 
re, and 

or 
on this chapter) pom

ts out that 1t has long been a sign 
f 

coautho 
. 

O
re

sp
f 

r 
cernm

ent am
ong the C

oast Salish to acknow
ledge that W

hile 
ect ul dis. 

of w
ork are best done by oneself, other tasks are better 

sorne types 
through partnering and collaboration. Indeed, the St6·lo-C

 
accornplished 

. 
oast Sal· h 

m
unities along the low

er Fraser R
iver w

atershed in south 
is 

colll-
1 

h . 
f 

11 b 
W

estern B
 .. 

Colum
bia have a ong 

1story o 
co a orating on research 

. 
ritish 

outsiders. Som
etim

es the research questions and actiVJ..ti· 
proJe~ts W

ith 
es are in·r 

by the com
m

unity, w
ho then invite a trusted researcher to 

. 1 _ 1ated 
O

ther tim
es a researcher com

es w
ith an idea and pitches it toP;: 1' 1P,ate. 

O
n still other occasions the ideas em

erge jointly from
 Sto' .10 _ 

e S to:lo. 
. 

· 
com

m
unity 

m
em

bers and outsider researchers w
ho have been in sustained 

. 
. 

. 
conversa-

tions. In this last scenano, the sort that this chapter aspires to 
d d 

'b 
h 

h 
. 

'd 
11 

prom
ote 

an 
escn e, t e researc 

questions 1 ea y are codesigned, the research 
itself is coexecuted, the interpretation and analysis are cocreated, and then 
both parties participate in cocom

m
unicating the results. 

Research relationships, in this context, necessarily take the expres-
sion of partnerships. R

esearch in one project inherently inform
s the 

next; conversations built around one research project inevitably sustain 
them

selves in one form
 or another so as to help inspire and inform

 the 
content and the expression of subsequent research projects. This vision of 
com

m
unity-engaged scholarship (CES) recognizes that each com

ponent 
of every research project and activity exists on a spectrum

 that adapts 
and adjusts across projects and w

ithin projects. That is to say, the degree 
to w

hich the outside researcher and the com
m

unity m
em

bers cooperate 
and collaborate on each project ·(and indeed on each com

ponent of each 
project) varies depending upon a host of m

atters including the indiv'.dual 
partners' passion, priorities, availability, capacity, expertise, and em

otw
~al 

investm
ent. The guiding principle is to facilitate shared authority. Shan~g 

authority realizes key objectives from
 both parties achieving a com

fortab e 
h 

b th partners 
balance of labor and responsibility. This better ensures t at 

O
 

• 
2 

see and experience the benefits from
 their investm

ent in the proJect. _.......... 
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l
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iw 
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C
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~

-
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hl<h Results art co-<om
m

unlattd 
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CD 

, HiaNYColaborl!M 
N
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1 spectrum
 of community-engaged scholarship collaborative activity. 

figure 12 .. 

over the past half century, the St6:l6 com
m

unities have been able 
. creasingly and effectively convince researchers who want to work in 

to in 
h 

· 
f th 

d 
"N th. 

b 
·th 

" 
. t rritory of t e m

erits o 
e a age 

o mg a out us w
i 

out us. 
their e 

. 
. 

. . . 
W

hen the St6:16 decide to partner W
ith others (and 1t 1s IIllportant to 

note that for several decades now the St6:16 have had sufficient in-house 
research capacity to go it alone on m

any research projects when they 
so desire) the collaborations are prem

ised upon a set of principles that 
forefront the St6:16 people's position as both carriers and definers of their 
own inherent rights. This is a position that recognizes the inseparability 
of St6:16 people's rights from

 their lands and from interpretations of their 
history. A

 second and reciprocal expectation is that outside researchers 
commit to building and sustaining trusting and respectful relationships 

that are m
utually enriching. 3 

The St6:l6 Research and Resource M
anagement Centre (SRRM

C) 
in Chilliwack operates a research registry program for the purpose of 
coordinating research projects involving its staff, so as to better protect 
St 6:16 history and culture. SSRM

C approval of a project entitles research-
ers to access the vast oral and archival history records held in the St6:16 
archives-a repository to which accepted researchers are likewise expected 
~o contribute once their research activities are complete. Importantly, 
S S~

c
 policies highlight their desire to "occupy the field:' To protect 

to:lo histor 
d 

1 
. 

tr 
" 

Y
 an 

cu ture, SSRM
C staff make an ongomg euort to engage -
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in research and resource m
anagem

ent activities [ that incl d ] . 
. 

d 
. 

h 
. 

u e int 
with a com

m
unity of aca enuc researc ~rs and institutions:'• 

eracting 
Experience since the I 960s has convinced the Sto-lo 

f 1 
. 

. 
. 

. 
o t 1e be 

interaction and cooperation as m
eans of achieving certain 

nefits of 
· 

d 
d b 

k · 
research 

and capacity building. In ee , 
ac 

m
 1999, Chief Lester N

 
goals 

First Nation in his capacity as Yewal Siya:m
 (head chief of el~ of Su01as 

com
m

unities) was clear in speaking w
ith K

eith Carlson and~ the St6:lo 
(coauthors on this chapter who at the tim

e were the staff hist 
. axaxalhts'i 

. 
, -

onan and 
cultural advisor, respectively, at the Sto:lo office) that the m

os . 
staff 

part of all research activities was the integrity of the evide: im
portant 

analrsis. "Tell us [the St6:lo leadership and com
m

unities] wh ce and the 
kn 

" Ch' f 
at W

e n 
d 

to know, not what we w
ant to 

ow, 
1e N

ed explained Th' 
. 

ee 
. 

' 
f 

f 
, 1-

. 
is Prtnc' 

1 
has rem

ained at the ,ore ront o Sto: o research policies ever 
. 

1Pa 
since· and. 

continues to guide the research collaborations of the authors of this ' 
it 

Chief Ned's directive speaks to Indigenous peoples' des· 
,chapter. 

. 
. 

ire ,or hi h 
quality research and analysis that 1s conducted with and for the 1 

. g 
· · 

th t 
• 

. h 
nd1ge-

nous com
m

unities 
a can pass peer review, W

1t stand legal ch II 
. 

. 
a enges 

contribute to the advancem
ent of scholarship, and ultim

ately stand the 
' 

of tim
e. Too often in his experience, Chief N

ed explained well m
 

teS t 
' 

-
eaning 

"I' 
"

1,.,. 

~tt; \".,,.r 
., .. 

1.~ 
1:rtr

111:~m;;u f 
Figure 12.2. Naxaxalhts'i (Albert "Sonny' M

cHalsie) pointing to a heritage feature. .. 
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ed their com
passion and sympathy for the St6:lo people 

h d aUoW 
· 

· 1· 
t 

I 
th · 

I r s a 
I 

colom
a ism

 
o co or 

e1r research and shape th • 
po a 

f sell er 
. 

. . 
. 

, 
e1r 

s: victi!lls °roo often, in his opm1on, ~es:archers tried to anticipate the 
a 

iusion-
that they thought Sto:lo people wanted to be told, and 

,on' 
1cornes 

h 
· 

,rch ou 
. 

nalysis to m
eet I ose expectal!ons. Rather than using the 

rese• 
d their a 

. 
n shape 

lysis process as an opportunity to expand understanding 
the 

nd ana 
. 

d 
. 

f 
h 

arch a 
h Benge preconceive 

notions o w
 at was in Indigenous 

rese 
tiaIIY c a 

· 
· 

d poten 
. 

sts som
e non-Indigenous community-based researchers 

an 
, best intere 

, 
1 

. 
Op les 

ternalistic m
ethodo ogy. Such action, regardless of how 

. 
h ad foll 0W_ 

d ultim
ately worked to reinforce stereotypes of Indigenous 

. 
nuone ' 

d 
f 

. 
, 

well 1nte 
olitically m

alleable an 
o Indigenous peoples and their 

oral hi storyfas tv
al and archaeological evidence as selective. The result 

•seoarc 
d

.
 

allies u 
. 

d scholarship that a versanes were able to discredit in 
prom

ise 
was com 

. 
the forum

 of public opinion. 
court a nd 1~he perspective of the authors of this chapter, however, the 

from
 

· · 
d h · 

h 
, 

•ng Indigenous com
m

um
lles an 

t e1r researc 
partners go 

11 nges ,ac1 
cha e 

d the need to ensure intellectual rigor and respectful collab-
11 beyon 

. 
. 

we . 
The bigger challenges are those associated with what we regard 

oration. 
bl 

d 
. 

h 
. 

n undrum of dou 
e permanence: 

esp1te w
 atever 11 may have 

as the co 
that m

em
bers of settler society or Indigenous people once thought 

bbeent or even wished for, regarding one another's future (or lack thereof) 
a O

U
, 

in North Am
erica, both Indigenous people and settlers are here to stay. 

It served Am
erican and Canadian settler interests to promote national 

narratives that portrayed Indigenous people as a doomed and vanishing 
race destined to be either eclipsed and replaced by a supposed superior 
British/ American people, or assim

ilated and absorbed into the emerging 
hegemony of settler-colonial society. 

Conceiving Indigenous people as a vanishing race with no future, it 
was easy for successive generations of settlers to compromise Indigenous 
treaty rights. Conceiving Indigenous people as vanishing enabled settlers 
to consider them

selves as benevolent and kind when they set up Indian 
boarding and residential schools that were designed to physically separate 
Indigenous youth from

 their parents, and intellectually and spiritually 
separate Indigenous children from

 their culture. National narratives 
conveniently located Indigenous people as tragic, even noble, victims of 
Circumstance (as opposed to victim

s of settler violence and ideology). 5 

Despite the diversity of Indigenous cultures found across the North 
American co 1· 

· 
1 

· 
1 · 

· bl 
n m

ent, m
 sett er narratives all Indigenous peop e meVJta Y 

were di 'd d . 
vi e 

into one of two groups-good Indians, who accepted the 

....._ 

.-
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inevitability of their displacem
ent as the ow

ners, occu . 
d b d 

. 
piers, and 

of lands and resources, an 
a 

Indians, who rejected th 
. 

regulat 
settler hegem

ony and naively and tragically fought aga· 
e inevitabilityors 

inst th 
of 

and reserve system
s that governm

ent im
posed 6 

e reservat· 
· 

ton 
From

 the perspective of non-Indigenous Canad· 1ans and 
today, the conundrum

 of double perm
anence is that I d" 

Aineric 
. 

d 
. 

. 
n tgeno 

as 
have indeed surY1ved an , like non-Indigenous Canad· 

Us PeopI 
. . 

ian and 
A

-
e 

settler soc1et1es who regard them
selves as having broken f 

• .., 11erican 
earlier Britis~ colonial o:erlords, Indigenous people see :~: fro111 their 
rightfully haY1ng a future m

 the lands now
 called Canada a 

lllselves as 
States. In Indigenous eyes, their own perm

anence is given m
e:d. the Dnited 

articulations of cultural resilience, political resurgence 
nding through 

, an 
ec 

reem
ergence. 

0nornic 
The conundrum

 of double perm
anence is reflected in the 

. 
rians have traditionally relegated Indigenous people to only th ~ay hi sto-

f 
· 

d 
• 

. 
e introdu 

tory chapters o A
m

erican an 
Canadian history textbooks 

h 
c-

were assigned m
inor roles in the unfolding dram

a of A
m

eri~: :e
 '.hey 

D
 

. 
d C

 
d' 

D
 

. . 
I 

h 
anifest 

estm
y an 

ana 1an 
om

m
1on. 

n t ese classic national n 
. 

« 
arratives 

Indigenous people were depicted as 
a problem

'' that the settler 
' 

d d 
I 

. .1 . 
b . 

h 
. 

. b 
state 

nee e to so ve-ass1m
1 atlon 

em
g t e m

ev1ta le solution 1,0 the 
t 

· 
ex ent 

that Indigenous people retained a presence in the later chapters of more 
recently com

posed versions of our national narratives, they shifted from 
being portrayed as "a problem

" for settler colonial states, to becoming 
instead "people with problem

s" within settler colonial states. In these 
narratives, they are defined by problem

s such as poverty, unemployment, 
technological backwardness, and drug and alcohol addictions. The solution 
posited in these narratives was sim

ple: assim
ilation. For Indigenous people 

them
selves, however, assim

ilation has never been the solution. Rather, it 
has been, and rem

ains, the problem
. 

The conundrum
 of double perm

anence is likewise reflected in the 
way these Canadian and A

m
erican narratives have been fram

ed. Settler 
tim

e, as M
ark Rifkin has recently explained, centers the nation-state so 

as to orientate pivotal events, periodizations, and chronologies in ways 
. 

tv1
 

that are counter to, and subversive of, Indigenous tem
poral sovereign.r 

Settler tim
e reflects the fact that settler narratives inevitably depict the 

m
ost im

portant thing in Indigenous people's history as being settler 
society. Decolonized narratives require decolonized chronologies ao<l a 

. 
. 

. 
I being seen 

refram
m

g of history so that, rather than Indigenous peop e 

11111 
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. 
and C

anadian histories, the U
nited States and C

 
d 

erican 
. 

. 
. 

ana a 
·t'"in f\CO

 
·ti·oned w

1thm
 Shaw

nee, M
yaam

1a, or St6·lo h"iston· 
c 

,,1 " 
d pos1 

. 
· 

es, ,or 
e instea 

d of Indigenous people bem
g described as problem

 
c 

ar 
rnstea 

. 
s ,or 

eta01pl~-
the early chapters of natlo~ state narratives and then people with 

settlers in in later chapte~s, decolom
zed nar~atives_ portray Canadian and 

problem
s 

ttler colonialism
 as profoundly dtsrupttve forces in Indigenous 

AJ11erican se 
the final chapters rem

ain to be w
ritten. 

. s w
here 

1 
. 1 

. 
. 

[Jistone 
d 

the settler-co om
a 

nation-state ts a relatively recent phe-
Indee W

hether C
anada and the U

nited States will still exist in a 
nornenon-1 form

 in tw
o hundred years is an open question. Less likely 

nizab e 
· 

h 
cir d 

h 
· 

· 
recog 

"bility that m
 tw

o 
un 

e 
years t ere w

ill not still be St6:lo, 
th e

p
~

 
· 

· 
· 

bl 
is 

d M
iam

i Indigenous nations m
 recogm

za 
e form

s. But, even if 
s11awnee,1 an·aJ states ultim

ately prove to be m
alleable and even transitorv 

rtler co on1 
. 

. 
. 

. ,, 
se 

anence w
ill rem

am
 a reality. The challenge 1s to w

ork today to 
rtler perm

 
se 

. 
d coconstruct system

s that restore m
eaningful self-governance 

design an 
cod control over sig~ificant lands and resources. to Indigenous people 
an 

ner that is s1m
ultaneously not com

prom
1sm

g of the safety and 
in a m

an 
·ty of non-Indigenous settler people. 

prospen 
W

hat C
hief N

ed w
as asking us to do, therefore, was to help lay the 

roundw
ork for a w

orld w
here settlers w

ere presented w
ith historical 

;vidence and interpretation revealing Indigenous resilience and perm
a-

nence as both an ongoing reality and a future inevitability. H
e was not so 

m
uch asking us to avoid being political, but to avoid being polem

ical; to 
ensure that our research w

as rigorous, to dem
onstrate strong connections 

betw
een our evidence and our interpretation, and to w

ork collaboratively 
to cocreate new

 know
ledge that could be intelligible and m

eaningful to 
both Indigenous and settler com

m
unities. H

is w
ords rem

ind us to be 
aware that, like all other form

s of hum
anistic and social scientific enquiry, 

com
m

unity-engaged scholarship is inherently taking place w
ithin a political 

environm
ent precisely because it seeks to help provide answ

ers to urgent 
and pressing contem

porary problem
s. 

M
apping the T

ransform
ers' Travels: 

G
ender, C

olonialism
, and Sto:16 Territoriality 

In this chapter w
e highlight and reflect upon som

e of the ways that we 
negotiated collaboration and cooperation am

ong ourselves and w
ith 

_._ 
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various m
em

bers of the St6:16 com
m

unity in our research 
. 

" M
apping the Transform

ers' Travels: G
ender, ColonialisrnproJeq titled 

. 1· 
"s I 

rt· 
I 

. 
h 

, and C
 

Salish Territona 1ty. 
n pa 

1cu ar we exam
m

e t e ways th 
oast 

. 
. 

. d. .d 
I 

at each 
f 

has worked to try give up certam
 m

 1v1 ua 
privileges 

o us 
. 

so as to 
h 

authority in ways that contributed to better m
eeting one an th 

, 
s are 

0 
ers 

One of the ways we have sought to share authority is th 
needs. 

way we present our ideas and reflections in this essay. Keit~o~gh the 
drafted m

ost of the early sections and conclusion of this 
. arlson 

. 
. 

. 
essay in c 

sultation with, and with m
put from

, the other authors. But 
0n-

. 
' to proVid 

opportunities for each of us to speak directly, we have created s 
e 

indi,~dual reflections in the latter sections of this essay. 
pace for 

W
e begin with a discussion of how the idea for the research 

. 
originated within the St6:l6 com

m
unity, highlighting the way that inroJect 

b 
f . 

ds 
. 

. 
. . 

I 
ormal 

conversations 
etween nen 

can m
spire ongm

a academ
ic and · t 11 

. 
. 

m
e
~

 
tual enquiry. W

e then m
ove to a d1scuss1on of our research m

eth d 
. 

o sand 
objectives. Finally, we descnbe som

e of our prelim
inary findings from a 

particular set of the historical records under exam
ination. 

Although our prim
ary purpose is to highlight the spectrum

 of 
collaboration within research partnerships, we w

ant to do so through a 
close exam

ination of a particular case study. In particular, we will discuss 
findings from our efforts to test the hypothesis that nineteenth-century 
Canadian settler-colonial policies aim

ed at reshaping Coast Salish family 
structures (i.e., the banning of polygam

y and arranged m
arriages coupled 

with pressuring Coast Salish fam
ilies to adopt nuclear fam

ily housing and 
m

ale-centered band governance) had unanticipated and largely overlooked 
effects on the way Coast Salish societies have com

e to understand and 
experience tribal territoriality today. 

To accom
plish this, we seek to determ

ine the extent to which there 
had form

erly been a gender balance in Coast Salish society wherein elite 
males em

phasized tribal territorial exclusivity and elite fem
ales prioritized 

tribal territorial inclusivity so as to assess the degree to which settler 
colonialism

 caused this to becom
e destabilized. O

ur research suggests 
that distinctly fem

ale St6:l6 perspectives on space had been largely 
eclipsed by colonial policies and attitudes that situated authority in the 
hands of m

en. Over tim
e, colonial policy-m

akers equated Indigenous 
interest in resources with proxim

ity to residence and not with regard_to 
geographically dispersed social and econom

ic netw
orks associated wi th 

extended fam
ilies. 

1111111111 
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Figure 12.3. Colin Osm
ond, Sonny M

cHalsie, and Keith Thor Carlson take a trip 
down the Fraser River to visit the site of one of the Sto:lo's "Transformer" sites. 

H
istorical and Cultural Context 

Although European, British, and Am
erican explorers and fur traders 

had been visiting Coast Salish territory for m
ore than half a century, it 

was not until the arrival of significant agrarian and urban settlers in the 
1860s (follow

ing the short-lived but dram
atic Fraser River gold rush of 

1858) that St6:l6 people experienced direct pressure to change the way 
they organized their fam

ilies and related to their land and resources. Prior 
to settler colonialism

, elite Coast Salish parents arranged marriages for 
their children w

ith elite fam
ilies from

 other settlem
ents principally for 

th e purposes of building peaceful relations and to secure access to food 
resources that were not either readily or reliably available within one's 
own t~rritory. 9 Polygam

y was the norm
, and as a result residence among 

the eltte tended to be patrilocal. 10 Brides alm
ost always relocated to live 

m
 their husband's settlem

ent for it was an affront to a woman's cowives 
(s , 

) 
• 

xaye and her cowives' parents' fam
ilies if a husband showed excessive 
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favor to one spousal relationship over another. Interfarnn 
be strained if a husband tried to com

pel his w
ives to r 

_Yd relations w
ould 

es, e for 
of tim

e (let alone perm
anently) in a favored cow

ife's 
any length 

parents' 
• 11 

In this system
, w

om
en played vitally im

portant rol 
. v, age. 

m
atic, political, and econom

ic spheres that linked com
m

:s . 1~ the dipJ0
_ 

l.k 
h . . fl 

d 
'b•1· 

n1ties ii '"h 
1 ·e m

en, t e1r m
 uence an 

respons1 1 1ties varied from
 

· 
•v 

ile 
person t 

' 
from

 a structural perspective, w
om

en ( and especially elite W
o 

O
 Person, 

influential w
ealthy fam

ilies) w
orked to ensure peaceful 

1 . 
m

en from
 

re ations 
equitable sharing of resources across tribes and betw

een fam
 /n

d
 the 

w
om

en w
ere also m

ore. Each w
om

an also brought know
led e 

f I ies. But 
com

m
unity w

ith her-ranging from
 inform

ation about resog 
O

 her hom
e 

urce locar 
and harvest tim

ing to esoteric private know
ledge relating to 

. . 
10 ns 

spirit hel 
spirited places, m

edicines, and cures. Im
portantly, each w

om
an kn 

Pers, 
sx·w

oxw
iya:m

 (legendary stories) carried by her parents and th . 
c e~ '.he 

e1r ,anuhes 
and upon m

arriage she additionally learned the stories of he 
h 

b 
' 

. 
. 

r 
us and 

as w
ell as those of her cow

1ves. H
er children grew

 up fam
iliar w

ith 
fl 

. 
h 

. 
h 

. 
h 

, and 
uent m

, t e stones t at gave m
eanm

g to eac 
of their parents' trib 1 

com
m

unities. W
om

en additionally carried bonds of affection to the~r 
sisters w

ho, under this system
, w

ere inevitably m
arried into polygam

ous 
relationships them

selves and living w
ith cow

ives of their ow
n in the 

settlem
ents of their husbands. 

Individually, a w
ife w

orked to ensure the health and strength of 
the relationship betw

een her husband's parents and her ow
n m

other and 
father. Collectively, cow

ives shared authority and responsibility. They 
cooperated in harvesting, assisted one another during cerem

onies, and, 
im

portantly, coraised their children-all of w
hom

 w
ere siblings to one 

another. Indeed, every elite child had at least tw
o nam

es, one to be known 
by am

ong their father's fam
ily, and one to be called by w

hen am
ong their 

m
other's fam

ily. All elites thus essentially had dual citizenship and were 
additionally linked together through a geographically dispersed web of 
com

plex intercom
m

unity social and econom
ic connections. 

. 
Settler colonialism

 by definition has the goal of disassociating Indigen-
ous people from

 one another and from
 their ancestral lands. It m

anifeSt s 
itself through a host of oppressive system

s and intertw
ined stru_c~ures 

that together w
ork to alienate Indigenous people from

 the traditw
n~ 

m
echanism

s, and practices that their ancestors used to connect to, an 
m

anage, their lands and resources. 
. 

. 
h the 

Settler colonialism
 unfolded am

ong the C
oast Salish m

 muc_ 
t 

· 
continen · 

sam
e way that it did elsew

here across the N
orth A

m
encan 

1111111 
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r estricted to sm
all tracts of land known as Jndi' 

le were 
. 

an 
,.Jo peoP 

h ir actions outside of these reserves were systematically 
Stu• 

and t e 
I'd 

d h . 
112 S 61. 

e rves, 
ttl rs conso I ate 

t eir contro . 
t : o people were on 

res 
assee 

. 
' 

tailed 
d nied the lands m

ost sm
ted to W

estern-style economic 
,ur 

hand 
e 

he 0 ne 
), 

bile on the other hand, m
any of their land and aquatic 

t 
(1869 

W
 

' 
. 

ctivit}' 
t'vities (such as the com

m
ercial sale of salmon in 188 6) 

a 
use ac 1 

esource· . 
1 . 

d, as were their governance system
 (the anti-potlatch law 

r 
·m

ina 1ze 
. 

. " 
,, 

. 
were crI 

d their spirituahty (the anti· tam
anawas or wm

ter dance law 
of 1884) ~n 'Jheir ability to parti~ipa_te in, an~ intluenc_e settler governance 
of 1884 ). . 

denied through leg1slat10n that lm
ked Indian enfranchisem

ent 
was jj]ceW

lsef tatus and Indigenous rights. Their children were compelled 
h toss o 5 

tot e 
idential schools, where they were separated from their families 

attendres 
. 

·1 
. 

. 
. 

1 
H

 
d 

to 
. 

Jcated through assirm
 auom

st curncu um
. 

An 
their ancient 

and inch~ 1 system
 of collective rights and privileges were underm

ined 
hierarc ica 

'bl 
'th 1·b 

1· 
, 'd 

f h 'd 
I 

. , . 
to and incornpat1 

e W
I 

I era ism
s I ea o t e I ea autono-

as 1 n1enor 
. . 

, 
. di'vidual. Throughout, settler colom

ahsm
 challenges Sto:16 social 

rnous m
 

ctures and notions of gender balance by prom
oting a patriarchal 

~::nition of fam
ilial and politic_al autho~ity and ~y privileging the idea 

of the nuclear fam
ily, grounded m

 a partJCular residence, as normative. 15 

Codesigning Research 

This research project began in the Spring of 2011 when Keith, the senior 
author of this chapter, stopped by M

yra Sam's house on the Thewa:li 
(Soowahlie) First N

ation for an im
prom

ptu visit. He and M
yra's husband 

Wesley had been close friends. They had gotten to know one another 
two decades earlier while Keith was collaborating on two extensive oral 
history research projects, one exam

ining the subject of traditional Coast 
Salish leadership and the other working with St6:16 war veterans to lay the 
ground work for respecting and acknowledging the role of St6:16 military 
personnel in the Canadian m

ilitary. At the tim
e Keith had been employed 

as the staff historical researcher for the St6:l6 Tribal Council office in 
Chilliwack British Colum

bia and W
esley was a respected elder known to 

carry knowledge from
 his grandfather, the renowned tribal historian Robert 

~oe. After W
esley's passing Keith rem

ained in com
m

unication with M
yra, 

tkapite having relocated to take up a faculty position at the University of 
as 

tchew 
· 

· 
K

 · h 
V • • 

an m
 200 I ( two provinces away) Over the coming years 

e1t 
1s1ted M

 
· 

. 
yra whenever he was in the Fraser Valley (where he sustained 

.
_
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an active CES research program
) and he w

ould occa . s1onan 
packages of dried Labrador tea leaves that he picked in 

Y Ill.ail M
 

· 
c 

h 
h 

norther 
S 

Yra 
ewan to help substitute 1or t ose s e could no long 

. k 
n askat h 

. 
. 

pie 
h 

c, 
Fraser Valley due to urban expansion m

to her tradition 1 h 
ersetf in th 

It was a cool wet day in early M
ay w

hen K
eith a 

~Vesting are e 
. 

arrived 
a, 

house. Inside, M
yra and her closest fnend M

arge Kelly we 
. 

at Myra' 
. 

. 
. 

re sitti 
s 

kitchen table drinking tea. The tw
o W

idows held prom
ine 

ng ~t. M
)'ra'8 

the Th'ewa:li com
m

unity's representatives on the intertr'b nit Positions as 
. 

. 
. 

1 a St6•1' E 
Council. 16 W

hen Keith arnved, M
yra and M

arge w
ere d' 

.' 0 
lder's 

1scussin 
h 

seem
ed to them

 that regardless of the fam
ily connections th 

. g ow it 
pie together across tribal divisions, the political leadership :~ hted ~eo, 
St6:l6 First N

ations seem
ed to struggle to find w

ays to coop 
t e Vanous 

. 
. 

erate W
ith 

another w
hen 1t cam

e to shanng access to, and the w
ealth d 

. 
0ne 

enved f 
natural resources such as forestry located w

ithin their tradit· 
rorn, 

. 
. 

1onal ter • 
tones. As they talked, they cited several exam

ples to support thei 
. n-

They additionally noted that the m
ajority of the elected and h 

rdVIew. 
ere itary 

chiefs were m
ale. O

ver several cups of tea, they explained that while th 
appreciated the im

portance and necessity of each chief w
orking to prote7 

the rem
aining natural resources w

ithin his particular com
m

unity's triba~ 
territory, they w

ere disappointed over the chiefs' apparent reluctance to 
find ways to better share so as to ensure the econom

ic and social health 
of all the Indigenous com

m
unities throughout the region. 

O
f course, an im

portant context for the tensions M
yra and M

arge 
were describing am

ong the chiefs w
as the w

ay in w
hich the weight of 

Canadian settler-colonial policies aim
ed at displacing Indigenous people 

from
 their lands and resources had fallen disproportionately heavy on 

the Indigenous people of this part of Canada's Pacific province. Industrial 
resource extraction, w

hich had com
m

enced w
ith the 1858 Fraser River 

gold rush and the subsequent construction of a series of transportation 
and com

m
odity corridors, the developm

ent of intensive agriculture a nd 

industrial forestry, m
ining, and hydroelectric dam

 construction, had turned 
the low

er Fraser River w
atershed into one of the m

ost densely populated, 
industrially im

pacted, and com
m

ercially influential regions in Canadat. 
. 

. 
. 

t 
t ansform

 vas 
A

nd m
ore recent actions by the provm

c1al governm
ent 

O
 r 

. 
ent 

tracts of Crow
n lands into provincial recreational parks for the enJoym re 

, 
. 

. 
t that there we 

of greater V
ancouver s ever-expanding population m

ean 
. . 

uld 
, 1-

mun1t1es co 
fewer and fewer open lands rem

aining that the Sto: o com
 

ten· 
c 

h 
· 

h 
· 

d 
· · 

1 
· ·t· 

Indeed the con 
access 1or 

untm
g, gat enng, an 

spm
tua act1v1 1es. 

' d 
ttended 

tious portion of the chief's m
eeting that M

yra and M
arge ha 

a 

........11111 
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ed the Sto:16 political leadership discussing the issue of identifying 
illvoh' 

w
 treaty settlem

ent lands from
 am

ong the rem
aini·ng C

 
tial ne 

. 
. 

. 
rown 

poten w
ithin Sto:16 terntory. Such 1.an~s, 1f acquired through the BC treaty 

Jands 
ouid acquire a status sJfililar to Indian reserves in that th 

process, w
 under exclusive Sto:16 control. Som

e St6:lo tribes had alm
o7t 

uld be 
· 

"th" 
h. h 

"d 
wo 

land rem
ainm

g w1 
m

 w
 1c 

to I entify potential new treaty 
crow

n 
. 

h 
h d 

. 
no 

ent lands, w
hile ot ers 

a 
m

ore options. H
ow

 w
ould this inequity, 

settJern 
t 

f settler colonialism
, be resolved? 

P roduc 
o 

. 
d 

h.l 
b 

h 
a 

B
ut, as M

yra pom
te 

out, w
 

I e 
ot 

the quantity and quality of 
Jands that Sto:16 people w

ere able to access and control had been 
crow

n d·m
inished by non-Indigenous industrial logging since the arrival 

g reatly 
1 

1 " 
I d. 

){w
eJiterns ("the hungry peop e -~

on-
n _1ge~ous settlers), natural 

of 
s had in fact never been equitably distnbuted in Coast Salish 

resource 
. 

ry Indeed hearing sim
ilar observations from

 elders of an earlier 
ternto 

· 
' 

. 
atl ·on 

the anthropologist W
ayne Suttles argued that w

hat distin-
gener 

• 
uished the C

oast Salish w
orld w

as less the abundance of resources than 
fhe variation of their availability due to ecological diversity and seasonal 
fluctuations. Suttles argued that it w

as the com
plex system

 of social net-
w

orks linking people from
 one ecological niche to another that facilitated 

the exchange of econom
ic w

ealth across tribal lines. Linkages across the 
Coast Salish "cultural continuum

" allow
ed for a shared regional prosperity. 17 

M
yra and M

arge observed that w
hen it cam

e to im
portant tasks such 

as finding safe hom
es for "at risk" Indigenous children regardless of the 

tribe in w
hich the children w

ere registered, the social netw
orks rem

ained 
effective. In M

yra and M
arge's opinion, this was likely because the com

-
m

ittees that oversaw
 the operations of child w

elfare services consisted 
prim

arily of St6:16 w
om

en. These w
om

en, it seem
ed, thought and acted 

in term
s of cooperation w

ithin and am
ong extended fam

ilies-identities 
that cut across tribal boundaries and First N

ation band m
em

bership lists. 
W

hy, M
arge and M

yra w
ondered, did the largely m

ale political leaders 
seem

 so consistently less inclined to cooperate w
hen it cam

e to ensuring 
~q~itable access to inequitably distributed econom

ic resources? W
hat was 

it, m
 other w

ords, that m
ade m

ale leaders think in term
s that seem

ed to 
em

phasize tribal exclusivity, w
hereas fem

ale leaders tended to think in 
term

s that accentuated intertribal cooperation and inclusivity? 
K . 

O
ver the course of another couple of cups of tea M

yra, M
arge, and 

eith w
ondered if perhaps this apparent disjuncture was part of a larger 

m
ore com

plex pattern w
ith roots in deeply held cultural traditions. 

eith suggested that perhaps it w
as alternatively, or additionally, a product 

..._.. 

-
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of colonial-induced cultural change-that is, the adoptio 
notions of m

asculinity that cham
pioned m

ale authority . n hof Colonial 
1n t e 

l 
and resource m

anagem
ent realm

s. 18 Further conversation s 
Po itical 

tional speculation w
herein the three w

ondered if over the parked addi-
and a half there had been a gendered division in term

s of la
st century 

people adjusted to forces prom
oting either cultural continui; W

ay St6:l0 
change. In thinking of historical exam

ples from
 w

ithin the O
 1 °r cultural 
ra trad·r 

and in archival records with w
hich M

yra, M
arge, and Keith 

I ions 
W

ere fa,,.. 
iar, it appeared to the three that, w

hen it cam
e to political 

. 
~.,!]_ 

action h· 
status elite nam

e-carrying Coast Salish m
en had often been 

' 
1gh 

h 
· 

b h 
· 

d 
· 

d t 
· 

I 
expected to 

em
p as1ze 

e aVIor 
es1gne 

o protect reg1ona resources fio 
th 

r 
e ben fi 

of their hom
e (local) com

m
unity. W

om
en, on the other hand 

e 1 
. 

. 
. 

, seem
ed 1 

have m
ore often been m

clm
ed to thm

k broadly and regionally, and t 
0 

prioritized ways of facilitating sharing access to w
hat they and oth 

O
 hhave 

M
 

, 
dM

 
, 

. 
1· 

I. 
ers 

ad 
yras an 

arges questions u t1m
ate y inspired Keith to e 

. · 
ngage1n 

a series of supplem
entary conversations throughout the St6:16 com

m
un· 

Keith first approached his long-tim
e friend and research collaborat;· 

Naxaxalhts'i (Sonny M
cH

alsie)-the St6:16 N
ation's historian and cultur~ 

advisor (and coauthor on this chapter). Together they m
ulled over the 

com
m

ents M
yra and M

arge had m
ade, and gradually the fram

ework for 
a collaborative research project em

erged. 
M

eanwhile, during a visit to the m
ore northern Coast Salish commu-

nity of Tla'am
in, Keith had a conversation w

ith Elder M
ary George who 

likewise highlighted rem
arkably sim

ilar issues to those initially raised by 
M

yra Sam and M
arge Kelly. Subsequent encouraging conversations with 

Tla'am
in treaty research coordinator M

ichelle W
ashington led to formal 

consultation with political leaders from
 the Tla'am

in N
ation. Naxaxalhts'i 

then joined Keith in traveling to Tla'am
in, w

here the two outlined their 
idea for a form

al research project and invited Tla'am
in to becom

e a part-
ner. After further consultation, leaders from

 both the St6:16 and Tla'amin 
com

m
unities provided letters endorsing a form

al grant application. How-
ever, due to restricted space, in this chapter we will only be discussing 
our work within the St6:16 com

m
unity. 

_ 
Naxaxalhts'i com

es from
 a blended fam

ily. His m
other was St~:lo 

from
 the Chawathil First Nation (a m

em
ber of the Tiyt [upriver] tnbal 

com
m

unity) in the Fraser Valley, and his father was Nlakapam
ux 

the Boston Bar First Nation located in the Fraser Canyon. Naxaxalht~~ is 
a Nlakapam

ux ancestral nam
e. His father was em

ployed by the Canah 1~? 
Pacific Railroad where transfers were com

m
on. As a result, Naxaxal ts is • 
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.. 

d several tim
es to settlem

ents on both sides of the St6:l6-
fa!11ilY relo;:order. A

s a youth, N
ax~alhts'i had been fascinated w

ith the 
~,1aJ<apa!U 

ibing the origins of tribal com
m

unities and the transform
er 

1• 
•es descr 

ral stofl 
t explained how

 the w
orld cam

e to assum
e its current and 

o 
·ves tha 

h 
. 

h 
. 

. 
b 

arratl 
c. 

H
e grew

 up 
earm

g sue 
stones m

 
oth inform

al and 
n 

t 1or .. ,, 
perw

anen 
from

 elders on both sides of his fam
ily. 

rit11 al context 
g adult in the m

id-1980s, N
axaxalhts'i secured em

ploym
ent 

A a youn 
s 

haeological assistant and then later as a cultural researcher 
s an arc 

·1 I 
h 

· 
h 

h d 
· · 

first a 
o·lo Tribal C

ounc1. 
n t at capacity, 

e 
a 

the pnV
!lege of 

with the ,51 · view
ing elders as part of his job. W

ith each interview
 and 

Jly inter 
,. 

fornW
 

. 
it becam

e clearer to N
axaxalhts I that these ancient stories 

ersauon, 
I 

. 
conv 

ected his com
m

unity to ancestra lands and likew
ise provided 

both _conn d insights on how
 to live a good life that w

as consistent w
ith 

ching an 
tea 

, 
vperiences and teachings. It also becam

e clear to him
 that 

hi 
elders e~ 

s n 
Sto:lo people of his generation w

ere no longer fam
iliar w

ith these 
m

a _Y
 R

esidential schools and a host of other colonial factors had w
orked 

stones. 
f 

h . 
, 

. 
disconnect Sto:16 people 

rom
 t e1r ancestors narratives. 

to 
For N

axaxalhts'i, this w
as distressing. Through his interview

s w
ith 

lders and his research w
ork in the library and archives he had com

e to 
~evelop an ever-deeper appreciation for the im

portance of the distinct 
ways his Sto:16 ancestors understood their history-as distinct form

 a 
settler-colonial understanding. O

n several occasions in the early 1990s, 
Skw

ah First N
ation elder Y

am
elot (R

osaleen G
eorge), for instance, had 

explained to both him
 and K

eith that know
ledge of history was directly 

tied to social status w
ithin C

oast Salish society. In Y
am

elot's w
ords, "To 

know your history is to be sm
ela:lh-that's 'w

orthy: If you don't know
 your 

history (if you've lost it or forgotten it), w
ell, then you are s'texem

-and 
that's 'w

orthless: "
19 People w

ithout history, in the St6:l6 view, w
ere not 

only potentially poor in term
s of m

aterial w
ealth (i.e., they m

ight not 
know w

here they had rights to fish salm
on, to hunt gam

e, or to trap, or 
to pick betties and tubers) but they w

ere also potentially poor in spirit. 
Indeed, w

ithin St6:lo cosm
ology, people w

ho w
ere disconnected from

 
an~estor spirits w

ere in danger of losing touch w
ith w

ho they w
ere. 

W
ithout know

ledge of w
ho and w

here their ancestors w
ere they could not 

effectively com
m

unicate w
ith their ancestors and so lacked the spiritual 

~huidance and nurturing that Sto:16 people regarded as essential to gaining 
e know

ledge and insights to live a healthy life. 
t' 

N
axaxalhts'i had dedicated the vast m

ajority of his research activi-
1es over the p 

d' 
d 

. 
. 

. 
rece m

g 
ecades to learning and com

m
um

catm
g ancient 

,
_

 

.-
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sxwoxwiya:m (m
yth-age legen~ary stories describing the origins of the 

and how it came to assum
e its current and fixed form

). Bis i 
w_or\d 

· II 
· 

· 
d 

h' 
h 

· 
nterv1e 

with elders had especia y 1m
prm

te 
on 

1m t e im
portance 

fl 
Ws 

stories as windows through which he could better view and un °d 
egendary 

. , 
erstand th 

world of his ancestors. SxwoXW
Jya:m not only taught lessons N

 
e 

determ
ined; they additionally anchored people to the Jands:ap:a~alhts'i 

securing the St6:lo's place in the world. 
t ereby 

Independently and together, Keith and N
axaxalhts'i had bee 

d' 
. 

n iscuss 
ing and trying to better appreciate and understand legendary 

. · 
' 

d M
 

' 
d' 

. 
narratives 

for many years, but M
yras an 

arges 
1scuss1on provided a 1 . 

. 
. 

. 
. 

s 1ght1y 
different perspective that sparked new Im

es of enquiry. O
ver the 

. 
,. 

. 
pre\'Jous 

two decades, Naxaxalhts 1 had begun to share certam
 legendary st 

. 
ones he 

had learned from
 elders past and present to other St6:16 people as W

ell 
to the wider non-Indigenous society through bus and boat tours of Sta:~~ 
territory where he pointed out sites associated w

ith legendary stori 
20 ° 

es. 
Naxaxalhts'i's tours becam

e especially popular w
ith m

em
bers of 

non-Indigenous society who were active in trying to prom
ote reconcili-

ation between Indigenous and settler societies. Faculty from
 the several 

regional universities scheduled Naxaxalhts'i's bus tours as fieldtrips for 
their classes, as did federal and provincial governm

ent agencies (such 
as the Royal Canadian M

ounted Police) w
ho integrated them

 into their 
newly designed cultural sensitivity and aw

areness training program
s. The 

tours were also in high dem
and am

ong K
-12 school teachers and their 

students. Through his sharing of sxwoxwiya:m
, N

axaxalhts'i assists settler 
Canadians hoping to see the landscape through a St6:l6 cultural lens. He 
helps them

 appreciate geographical features not m
erely as geological for-

m
ations but as anim

ated storied places where Xa:ls the transform
er had 

inscribed the ancient history of the St6:16 people. N
axaxalhts'i was, in other 

words, helping m
ake the culturally intangible visible. M

yra and M
arge's 

com
m

ents provided a new focus and a sense of urgency for Naxaxalhts'i 
in his work reviving and com

m
unicating sxwoxwiya:m

. 
After sustaining their conversation about the im

plications of a gen-
dered perspective within sxwoxwiya:m

 over the course of m
any m

onths, 
Keith and Naxaxalhts'i visited with other fem

ale St6:16 know
ledge keep-

ers to solicit their insights and perspectives. A
m

ong those with whom 
conversations were held were M

ary M
alloway of Yakweakwioose, Kasey 

Chapm
an of Seabird Island, and Chief Rhoda Peters of Chaw

athil, each 
of whom provided observations that echoed and reinforced things M

yra 
and M

arge had earlier articulated. N
axaxalhts'i and Keith additionally 

1111111 
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. ·" audio files and fieldnotes that they had taken d 
. 

to revten 
. 

. 
. 

unng 
begall 

ral history m
terv1ews w

ith now deceased fem
ale elders, including 

earli_er O
 Gutierrez of Chaw

athil, Rosa_leen George of Skwah, Edna Douglas 
r,,{at1lda 

d Edna Bobb of Seabird Island, looking for references to 
C ~eaJll• an 

. 
. 1 . 

of 
1 1 d 

erspectives on terntona 1ty. 

g endere ·dp 
e and collaboration were also sought from

 Naxaxalhts'i's col-
Gu• anc 

. 
h m

ade up the profess10nal research staff at the St6:l6 Research 
uesw

o 
C

I
 

·
1 

1eag 
M

anagem
ent 

entre. n part1cu ar Dave Schaepe, director 
d Resource 

an 
. 

archaeologist of the SRRM
C, was consulted and invited to pro-

d sent0r 
. 

D
 

' 
. 

an 
. 

flections and suggest10ns. 
aves expenence as a senior m

em
ber 

·deh
15re 

· 
· 

1 d 
· h h' 

v1 
S , .1 -

treaty negot1at10n team
 coup e 

WI! 
IS earlier doctoral 

f~ 
~

o
 

. 
0 

h which exam
ined intercom

m
um

ty connections in the precontact 
researc 0 ded him

 with deep insights. 21 He offered suggestions that helped 
era, pro 

d h' 
· 

· ht 
· t 

h k 
5 the project, an 

IS ms1g 
s m

 o t e ey contem
porary political 

to focu 
, 1-

.. 
. ' 

d
' 

Hen es facing the Sto: o com
m

um
ties rem

,orce 
,or Naxaxalhts'i and 

r;th t~e im
portance of shaping the historical research project such that 

would contribute m
eaningfully to contem

porary circum
stances. 

Following these consultations and conversations, Keith drafted a 
rant application for the Canadian Social Science and Hum

anities Research 
~ouncil (SSHRC) in w

hich Dave Schaepe was listed as a formal collab-
orator. After one failed attem

pt, the team
 resubm

itted their grant and 
secured funding the following year. 

C
oexecuting Research 

As mentioned, the overall project has two dim
ensions. The first is a social 

and cultural history of the gendered repercussions of colonial interference 
into Coast Salish fam

ily structures (in particular polygamy, communal 
multifamily housing, and arranged m

arriages). For reasons of space, that 
aspect of the project will not be directly discussed in any detail here. 
For the purposes of this essay we will only be focusing on one particular 
component of the gender shift in St6:l6 people's perspectives on terri-
t oriality-th

at revealed through m
easurable changes in the content of 

sxwoxwiyam
 describing the world's creation, tribal origins, and ancient 

transform
ations. 22 

Over the past 150 years various ethnographers have worked with 
St6·16 k 

l 
lh ,. 

. · 
now edge keepers to record sxwoxwiyam

. Keith and Naxaxa ts 1 

identified th 
h' 

. 
. 

· 
· 

· 
I 

d' 
f 

e a rc Ival repositones that contained histonca recor mgs 0 

---
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sxwo).'W
iya:m

 and then w
ith grant funding w

e supp 
· 

. 
orted 0 

doctoral students, C
ohn O

sm
ond, to serve as the senio 

Ile of ,, . 
r stude 

''-e1th' 
for the project. C

olin w
orked closely w

ith K
eith and 

nt tesea 
s 

h 
Id b 

=<lX
.alht ,. 

tche 
an Excel spreadsheet t at w

ou 
e used for coding and d 

s I to d 
. r 

f h 
. 

h 
ata i 

es1gn 
project, w

ith the goal o 
avm

g t e Excel later translat d . nput for h 
1 

· · 
d · 

e 
tnt0 

t e 
database. Colin a so participate 

m
 com

m
unity consult 

. 
an 1r,. 

. 
atton 

. ' 4Vll 
the second year of the grant, w

e hired several undergr d 
sessions 1 

a uates 
· n 

one high school student to w
ork as sum

m
er research 

. 
as We]] 

. 
. 

assista 
as 

Jenna Casey, w
as a sem

or undergraduate history honou 
nts. One 

rs stud 
, 

U
niversi ty of Saskatchew

an, w
here the previous sum

=
 

ent at the 
. 

. 
. 

• .. er she h d 
em

ployed by K
eith as a sum

m
er m

tern w
orking on a com

m
u . 

a 
been 

research project w
ith a local Saskatchew

an First N
ation A

 
ntty-engaged 

· 
second A. 

Brauner, w
as also a U

niversity of Saskatchew
an student W

ith 
' 

rnber 
. 

. 
sophist' 

G
erm

an language skills. She w
as hired to translate the text 

f h 
Icated 

·· 
h 

h 
l
'
F

 
O

tesxw
o 

w1ya:m
 that t e ant ropo og1st 

ranz B
oas had originally 

ubl· 
x-

G
erm

an in 1895.23 To facilitate layered m
entoring 

these i·up. 
!shed in 

. ' 
. 

, 
n1or stude 

researchers w
orked under C

olm
s direct supervision on tran 

. 
. nt 

scnphon 
cod.ing, and data entry. 

, 
W

e next consulted w
ith W

enona V
ictor, a St6:16 faculty m

em
ber at 

the U
niversity of the Fraser V

alley, located in the heart of St6:16 territor . 
She assisted us in identifying Tsandlia V

an Ry, a St6:16 undergradua~ 
student at U

FV
 w

ho had strong research skills and a keen desire to learn 
m

ore about her com
m

unity's history. Tsandlia (a coauthor on this chapter) 
had lived until recently aw

ay from
 her tribal hom

eland. She indicated 
to us that she did not have a deep connection or fam

iliarity w
ith St6:16 

ancestral traditions, but that she w
as eager to becom

e involved so as to 
learn. D

ave Schaepe then m
ade available physical space w

ithin the St6:!6 
research office for Tsandlia to w

ork. 
K

eith and N
axaxalhts'i review

ed the students' w
ork, conducted their 

ow
n parallel research, and com

m
unicated w

ith St6:l6 know
ledge keepers 

and political leaders to keep them
 abreast of developm

ents and progress. 
In the second and third years of the project, w

ith m
uch of the inf~r_m

atwn 
now

 entered into the database, K
eith, N

axaxalhts'i, and C
olin facihtated a 

· 
f 

· 
· 

· 
· 

h s ' 1-
m

unities where, 
senes o com

m
um

ty consultat10n sess10ns m
 t e 

to: o com
 

' 
. 

. 
. 

t 
participating, 

w
ith the undergraduate and high school research ass1stan s 

. 
. 

. 
I 

to assist 
in 

they presented the prelim
inary findings and invited peop e 

. 
they 

interpreting and analyzing the inform
ation. T

hrough these ses storis,share 
additionally sought out know

ledge keepers and invited them
 to ora Y
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. , . 
stories so they could be included in the database (an 

oin\ltya.m
 

) 
heir st.VI_ 

d ongoing process . 
t en invite an 

t the project, Keith consulted with several St6:l6 educators 
op 

ughoU 
, 

. 
1br 0 

m
 as well as those from

 the Tlaam
m

 community.24 The 
12 syste 

' 
. 

. the I<-
orked w

ith m
ost closely with Rod Peters (Indigenous 

10 
h team

 w
 

esearc 
di·nator for the Fraser Cascade School District) to identify 

r 
. 

Coor 
£ducall 0~ . 

c r incorporating knowledge gathered from
 this project's 

tun1ues io 
0 ppor 

. 
hi h school class room

s. 
rch mto 

g 
resea 

Cocreating Knowledge 

h and analysis on this project rem
ain prelim

inary, but sug-
our. res~;r: pears that our original research hypothesis had m

erit. At 
geSIIVC, 

!th
 research ongoing, we now have 190 versions of St6:l6 

this stage, 
. 

. , ·m
 in our database-and the num

ber contm
ues to grow. Due 

xwoxwiya. 
s_ 

onstraints for the purposes of this chapter, we will focus on one 
tospacec 

' 
, 

. 
. 

1 r corpus of sxw
o:xw

yya:m
-those recorded by Franz Boas m

 1890 
parllCU a 

, 
-

25 
· 

in his interviews w
ith the Sto:lo knowledge keepers. 

For com
parative 

analytical purposes, we provide som
e c~ntent and statistical com

parison 
between these nineteenth-century recordm

gs and those that were recorded 
with later generations of elders in the years between 1960 and 1990-the 
decades when St6:l6 people and allied local ethnographers and linguists 
were working diligently to docum

ent and record St6:l6 oral traditions. 
In the sum

m
er of 1890, w

hen Boas conducted his interviews with 
Sto:16 people, a grow

ing num
ber of St6:l6 elite were no longer partici-

pating in arranged m
arriage and living in polygam

ous family units. For 
the first tim

e in Coast Salish m
em

ory, large num
bers of young men and 

young wom
en from

 elite fam
ilies were form

ing m
onogam

ous m
arriage 

unions m
otivated by interpersonal love rather than joining in polygam

ous 
unions orchestrated by elders whose principal m

otivations were econom
ic 

a nd diplom
atic. It was also in this era that m

arried couples moved out of 
communal longhouses and into W

estern-style nuclear family housing-typ-
ically small bungalows. A

nd, of course, it was also in this era that m
any 

~f the food gathering resources sites that earlier had been the focus of 
mterfamily 

. 
. 

. 
m

arriage diplom
acy were now being alienated by settler com

-
mercial 

· 
1 

m .1 . 
' agncu tural, and urban developm

ents. In this era as well, settler 
11tary a d 

1 . 
n 

po Ke forces im
posed new system

s of regulation onto St6:l6 

-
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com
m

unity for the purpose of curtailing violent intercom
m

u . 
Indigenous raiding and warfare were crim

inalized and ttt1ty relation 
·11 

d . d" . I 
. h . 

se 
er syst 

s. 
police surve1 ance an 

JU 1c1a overs1g t im
posed in the· 

1 
ems of 

ir pace 
the process the com

plex St6:16 system
 of peacem

aking wa 
-and in 

· 
d 

1· · 
I 

d 
· 

· 
f 

s Under"'· 
The econom

ic an 
po 1tica un erpm

nm
gs o arranged pol 

•uined. 
riages were, in other words, disrupted and challenged by a yglarnous Illar. 

. 
co onial 

of land m
anagem

ent and interpersonal regulation. Put anoth 
systelll. 

began the process of disconnecting particular gendered a 
er Way, this 

-
. 

spects of S , 
culture from St6:lo praxis. 

lo:lo 
And while settler colonialism

 was im
posing these ne 

over Indigenous lands and bodies it was sim
ultaneously int 

dw ~ontrols 
ro uc1ng 

econom
ics and technologies that, despite their role in furth 

. 
new 

enng sett] 
colonial agendas, St6:l6 people were selectively able to take 

d 
er 

. 
a vantag 

of and put to their own uses. W
age labor opportunities at the ind 

. e 
l 

. 
"
th

]
. 

"d
 

il 
ustnal 

sa mon cannenes, m
 

e oggm
g m

 ustry, on ra road constructio 
d 

. 
Id

 
.h

. 
d 

n,an on 
com

m
ercial farms, coup e wit 

m
tro uced technologies such as 1 

. 
. 

g ass Jar 
cannm

g as a m
eans to preserve m

eats, vegetables, and fruits, were makin 
it possible for St6:lii people to conceive of nuclear fam

ilies as viable soci! 
and econom

ic units. Likewise, the introduction of dry good stores where 
St6:16 people could use the m

oney they had accum
ulated through wage 

labor to purchase foods they had not them
selves hunted, harvested, or 

preserved, worked to reinforce the sense of the nuclear fam
ily with a male 

patriarch as a viable stand-alone unit. 
None of these pressures and changes should be taken to suggest that 

the extended family or the tribal grouping becam
e unim

portant to St6:l6 
people during this era. Rather, changes brought about by settler colonial-
ism worked to accentuate certain already existing aspects of St6:lii society 
while sim

ultaneously underm
ining others. It created a narrow, gendered, 

window of opportunity even as it closed the door on other avenues of 
traditional agency. 

M
eanwhile, m

iddle-aged and elderly people from
 elite families at 

this tim
e were still in, or had relatively fresh m

em
ories of having grown 

up in, m
arriages where polygam

y am
ong the elites was the norm

, where 
extended fam

ilies lived com
m

unally in large Ionghouses, and where ma~ 
riages am

ong the elite had been arranged through carefully orche~tr~te 
works of intercom

m
unity diplom

acy. The pressures of settler colomahsm, 
. 

b h" d I digenous 
m

other words, were unevenly applied, while the agency 
e m

 
n 

responses was inequitably distributed. 
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Illa. 

U
 t ·ng and indexing sxwoxwiyam

, we were able to identify 
coecl 

fh
 

. 
In 

. 
shifts in the content o t e narratives. W

e do not claim that 
a.nd quan~'.~gs we have analyzed represent an exhaustive corpus of St6:lo 

th e recor 1 
. s for certainly there were and are knowledge keepers out 

stone , 
. 

leg endary 
had and still carry, stones that have not been captured 

ho have 
' 

. 
there W

 
d'o recordings and m

ade available through archives and 
t or au 

I 
h d 

. 
·,n teJC 

'Ih' . as it should be. M
oreover, t e 

atabase 1s a living record 
. 

p
P

 
. 

Iibranes. 
ies of earlier recorded narratives continue to be drawn to 

d ·fonal cop 
. 

h 
Ad 1 1 

. 
nd then incorporated m

to t e database. Nonetheless, the 
ttenuon a 

. 
our a 

keepers who have gm
ded us and collaborated on this project 

]<nowledfigde 
I as do we, that we have included in our database the vast 

,Jeon 
en, 

·
' 

Th 
h 

iee 
. 

f extant recorded sxwoxw1yam
. 

e c anges over tim
e are 

111ajor'.ty O
 d suggestive of the relationship between colonialism

, gender, 
reveahng a~ 

. 
d territoriality. 

an 
W

e are unable to determ
ine from

 the notations Franz Boas made 
.1 t anscribing St6:16 legendary stories whether those stories that had 

wh1 e r 
. 

. 
. 

ed from
 the oral lexicon by the 1960s. As we noted earlier, Boas 

:::ly stated that th~ stories ~e, re~orded c~
e princ'.pall:, from Chi~f 

George Chehalis, Chief Chehalis wife, and 
other Indians. However, 1t 

seems likely that these stories were originally told by female inform
ants. 

The protagonists and other key characters in these early recordings of the 
stories were often wom

en, and indeed m
any of the female characters were 

named. W
e hypothesize that as arranged polygam

ous m
arriage unions 

were replaced by self-directed m
onogam

ous m
arriages, those narratives 

featuring St6:16 wom
en that em

phasized the connections between Coast 
Salish tribes appear to have been forgotten. W

hat rem
ained are narra-

tives emphasizing m
ale characters and the origins and identity of tribal 

communities. These stories, through their narrative structure and plots 
highlight tribal exclusivity as opposed to interconnectivity and inclusivity. 

Franz Boas presented his Germ
an language rendering of St6:lo sxwox-

wiya:m as twelve discrete narratives. It is unclear from Boas's published and 
unpublished works the extent to which these categorizations were his own 
or those provided by St6:16 people. Both of the two initial sxwoxwiya:m 
consist of the accounts of the St6:16 transform

er Xa:ls. The first Xa:ls story 
is divided into eighteen subnarratives (sim

ilar to chapters within a book) 
describing X, ·l , 

. 
1 

. 
. . 

f 
c 

t· 
So 

. 
_a. ss m

iracu ous and awe-m
spm

ng acts o trans1orma 10n. 
an;etim

es in these stories Xa:ls is depicted as a collective (three brothers 
a sister who were the children of Red-headed W

oodpecker and Black 
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Bear) w
hereas on other occasions w

ithin the narrative X
'·l 

. 
"· s IS d 

as a single m
an (usually the youngest brother of the coll 

. 
escribed 

ective) 
..,., 

the term
inology of contem

porary elders, these are the stor· 
· 

lO
 Use 

" 
h 

Id 
· h " b 

fi · 
ies that e 

how
 Xa:ls 

m
ade t e w

or 
ng t 

y 
xm

g people, anim
al 

Xplain 
other things into their perm

anent form
s, and by correcting ~• pl~nts, and 

. 
d 

. 
bl 

. 
Situation 

he found inappropriate or un es1ra 
e. For m

stance, in one of 
s that 

Xa:ls is described as having "found a m
an and a w

om
an w

h 
the stories 

. 
ose sex 

w
ere on their foreheads. Then he shd them

 low
er to the pr 

organs 
oper pl 

he hadn't done that, the people w
ould still be w

earing thei 
. ace. If 

. 
,, 

, 
r gen1tali 

their chests or foreheads. 
In total, the first X

a:ls story W
ith it 

. 
a 0 n 

subsections depict the actions of tw
enty-six characters, of w

h::g;teen 
ty-one are m

ale and five are fem
ale. O

f the eighteen subcom
 

W
en. 

, 
Ponents 

f 
the first X

a:ls story recorded by Boas, our database list only fi 
0 

our as St'll 
circulating am

ong know
ledge keepers in the 1960-90 era. 

1 

The second of the X
a:ls stories that B

oas presents is an ac count of 
the Transform

er creating the founders of the various St6:16 tribal co 
m

unities. Boas titles this sxw
oxw

iya:m
 "Tribal Legends from

 the Lo m
-

Fraser River:' W
ithin the story are the accounts of original genealog::~ 

founders of tw
elve of the St6:16 tribes-for instance the M

atsqui tribe's 
founder w

as a m
an transform

ed by X
a:ls into a beaver, and so Beaver is to 

this day regarded by the M
atsqui as their first person. These tribal origin 

stories are site specific and serve to historicize the ontological anchors 
for contem

porary tribal com
m

unities w
hile dem

arcating their geographic 
extent. Tw

enty-one characters are m
entioned in these accounts, of whom

 
sixteen are m

ale and five are fem
ale. These stories rem

ain in circulation 
today and are often referenced by both elected and hereditary Sto:16 
chiefs-indeed the list of tribal origin stories circulating today num

bers 
tw

enty-five, suggesting that Boas's inform
ants chose not to share all of the 

accounts w
ith the ethnographer. H

ow
ever, w

hat strikes us as different is 
that the subnarratives of the individual tribal com

m
unities' origins are 

today m
ost often referred to in isolation of one another. That is to say, 

w
hat elders presented to Boas in 1890 as a w

hole has becom
e broken 

into parts and used to express tribal authority and ow
nership of specific 

tribal spaces; the larger collective story has been fragm
ented to allow

 for 
tribal exclusivity. 

Third on Boas's lists are ten stand-alone sxw
oxw

iya:m
 that for t~e 

m
ost part seem

 to operate in isolation of one another in term
s of thei~ 

plots and narrative structures. They too som
etim

es tell of how
 the worl 

cam
e to take its current recognizable form

 through transform
ations, but, .. 



The Collaboration Spectrum I 317 

h Y
 do not reference Xa:ls. One story tells of a selfish b 

tly, t e 
. 

·1 
b 

h 
oy 

,..,portan 
doned by his fanu y, 

ut w
 o eventually redeem

ed him
self 

,,,. 
aban 

h S 
hO v,as 

r rrned into the N
ort 

tar. Another details the adventures 
w

 
trans10 

d 
k ' 

. • 
arid v,as 

dpecker, and W
oo pee er s W

11e-a wom
an whose vagina 

of eagled:~~ teeth. Still another discusses the origins of salm
on and fire. 

was une 
t 1 of seventy-tw

o m
ale and thirty-three female characters 

ea to a 
. 

'{here ar 
I 

stories. W
om

en play prom
m

ent roles in m
any of the 

e twe ve 
in the_s 

d in three they are clearly the m
ain character protagonists. 

0 arrauves, an I sis suggests that, unlike the earlier Xa:ls stories, which were 
ouranaY

 
. 

d 
. 

h 
ether and dep1cte 

actions t at seem
 to occur in chrono-

all Jinked t: Xa:ls passes through Sto:16 territory, these next ten stories 
logic 0rder t W

hat m
akes them

 sim
ilar is that they lack both a sense of 

differen . 
. 

1 
h' 

are 
I 

and a notion of part1cu ar geograp 1c place. For this reason, 
C hronoogy 

«
• 

b 
t 

· 
"Th · 

b 
d d 

l ·gnated them
 

m
-

etw
een s ones. 

em
-

etween stories con-
e ha 

a 
.

. 
w

 
•ew geographic references. The m

aJonty of these stories could 
tain very ., 

. 
. 

anywhere in the low
er Fraser River watershed, which in fact seems 

occur 
h h 

. , 
St 

. 
l'k 

h 
b . tentional wit 

t ese sxwoXW
iya:m

. 
ones 

I e t ese suggest that 
to 

e in 
. 

. 
. 

in-between stories were likely com
m

only known across m
ultiple tnbal and 

. nal boundaries. From
 w

hat we have been able to interpret, it does 
reg!O 
not seem to have been im

portant to story tellers or listeners where the 
actions occurred. Rather w

hat was im
portant was that they occurred. Their 

significance and im
port, therefore, could be appreciated by all regardless 

of tribal affiliation. They highlight the ability of certain sxwoxwiya:m to 
transcend spatial as well as social boundaries. Interestingly, our database 
reveals that none of the eighteen in-betw

een stories recorded by Boas 
were still in circulation in the 1960-90 era. However, one in-between 
story that Boas did not record in the nineteenth century was recorded in 
the 1960-90 era-that of the generous m

an who was rewarded by Xa:ls 
by being transform

ed into a cedar tree so he could continue sharing with 
all of the Sto:16 people for all tim

e. In this narrative there are no female 
characters. 

The fourth and final group of sxwoxwiya:m
 in Boas's collection consist 

of ten longer narratives that Boas listed separately from
 one another but 

that we have grouped together because of their shared them
e of collabo-

ration. Like the in-betw
een stories these ten had largely fallen from the 

St6·J-I · 
' 

. 
. 

· 0 exicon by the 1960-90 era. These ten collaborat1on stones have 
plots that are m

uch m
ore com

plex than any of the earlier listed Xa:ls 
stones tr'b 1 

. . 
h 

' 
1 a ongm

 stories, or in-betw
een stories. They also 

ave more 
emale cha 

al 
I · 

racters who engage in a w
ider range of interperson 

re at10ns 

..._ 
-
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than what is found in any of the earlier stories. Im
portantly l 'k 

I b 
· 

t 
· 

I 
d 

'b 
· 

' 1 e the " ' 
stories, the col a oration s ones a so 

escn e actions and Occ 
,o,a:(8 

d 
. . . 

. h' 
urrences th 

are anchored to characters an 
act1VIttes W

it m
 a particul 

. 
at 

. 
ar tnba1 

m
unity's geographteal space, but w

hat sets these stories apa t . 
corn. 

. 
. 

risth
t 

characters in the narrative travel and engage m
 activities th t 

a the 
.

.
. 

h 
. 

atakepl 
in other tem

tones. That 1s to say, t e characters m
 these sto . 

ace 
. 

rtes are f 
particular places, and lm

ked to those places, but they engage in 
. 

rorn 
'b I b 

d 
. 

. . 
actions th 

see them
 travel across tn a 

oun anes to VIstt nam
ed locat· 

at 
tons W

ith· 
the landscape of other neighboring regional tribes. Each story e 

h . tn 
1 · 

'b I 
· t 

· 
m

p as1zes 
either interpersona , m

tertn a , or m
 erspec1es cooperation. Si 

'fi 
f h 

. 
·n . 

1 . 
gn1 cantly 

only two o t ese stones were stt 
c1rcu atm

g and recorded d 
. 

' 
unng th 

1960-90 era, and each of these later recordings contains m
uch I 

d 
e 

ess 
etail 

than any of the versions recorded by Boas. M
oreover, the fem

ale ch 
th 

1 
di 

h 
h di 

. . h d 
aracters 

in 
ese two ater recor 

ngs 
ave m

uc 
m

1m
s e 

roles. 
The above discussion is brief and only reflects one subset of the 

larger body of research we are conducting for this project, but we feel the 
results are illustrative. Over the past century and a half im

portant shifts 
have taken place in the scope and focus of the sxwoxwiya:m

 being shared 
within the St6:l6 com

m
unities. These changes in the content of legendary 

stories suggest shifts in the m
eaning that people, as tellers/speakers, have 

invested into sxwoxwiya:m and that others, as listeners/hearers, have drawn 
from the stories. Im

portantly, for the purposes of helping to try and answer 
the question that M

yra Sam and M
arge Kelly originally asked, the shifts 

in the content of these stories reflect a dim
inished role for wom

en within 
the corpus of St6:16 foundational narratives. W

hile the num
ber of tribal 

origin stories circulating in the St6:16 com
m

unity was sustained (indeed 
m

ore stories in this genre are being shared today than Boas originally 
recorded from his inform

ants) the stories that em
phasized cross-tribal 

and regional connections are far fewer in num
ber and those that remain 

contain less detail. Further, those few rem
aining collaboration stories that 

rem
ained in circulation in the 1960s-90 era had fragm

ented such that, with 
one exception, rather than representing stories of inter-tribal connectivity 
and extended-fam

ily inclusivity, they had been shortened in such _a _way 
that a listener m

ight easily hear them
 as em

phasizing tribal exclusiVIty. 
Given the other sources and docum

ents analyzed in the larger research 
project, it is clear that there is a correlation if not causation, between the 

• • 
' 

1 ialism . 
shift m

 story content and the onset and continuance of settler co on 
d 

Settler efforts at disconnecting St6:l6 people from
 their ancestral lands _a~ 5 

t d. 'd' 
· 

'b J om
m

uniue 
a 

1v1 mg interconnected 1amilies and m
ultisettlem

ent tn a c 

........... 
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. ·d al village-based "bands" delegitim
ize Indigenous political 

·ty 
. 

diV
I u 

I 
. . 

f 
urn 

into 1n 
·ne the traditiona pos1t1on o wom

en as not only kno I d 
nderJJll 

. 
. 

w
e ge 

and u s and )<nowledge _sharers, but as diplomat1~, econom
ic, and political 

keeper 1h 
narrative shift we have docum

ented m
 sxwoxwiyam illustrate 

forces, 
~e political im

pacts but the social consequences of the creation 

0 ot only t 
band registration lists, and patriarchal governance-all of 

f eserves, 
. 

h 
I 

c 
o 

worked to underm
ine t e com

p ex 1em
ale-underpinned system of 

which 'b I connections and collaboration. 
supertfl a 

Partners' Perspectives 

lhts 'i· 1here are three principal aspects of our culture that cover 
Naxaxa 

. 
aII the others. Sxwoxw!ya:m (our legen_dary sto:i~s), sqwelqwel (our more 

t Pe rsonal histones), and shxwelt (the spm
ts of our ancestors that 

recen 
. 

. 
animate the current w

orld). All things fit m
to these three categories. As 

each of us travels on our ow
n personal journey of discovery, we can get 

the latter two on our ow
n through our lived experience (sqwelqwel) and 

through prayer and ritual (shxw
eli). But our legendary sxwoxwiya:m are 

lost if they are not shared and circulated. So, what m
akes this collaborative 

project so im
portant is that it provides us with new tools for doing just that. 

All these sxw
oxw

iya:m
 stories are im

portant to everybody. M
aking 

them accessible in new
 ways so that the w

ritten narratives can be there 
for all St6:lo people to categorize and index is an exciting and powerful 
developm

ent. W
ith this database we will have a single easy-to-access 

tool that we can turn to and ask, "W
ho's ancestors are sturgeon; whose 

ancestors are black bear?" At m
y office at the SRRM

C, I always have 
people com

ing up to ask m
e about our origin and transform

er stories. 
''Are there any references to clim

ate change in sxwoxwiya:m stories?" is 
a question that som

eone asked m
e just the other day. W

e'll I've never 
th0 ught about that. Prior to us w

orking on this project, I'd have to go 
aod review print copies of sxwoxwiya:m

 in our office library and archives. 
~

-
. 

1 .s m
dex and database will m

ake answering those kinds of questions 
easier. And I know

 that w
ith the database we will be able to think of 

even m
ore new questions to ask that would never have occurred to us 

before. It rem
inds m

e of the tim
e a few years ago when Grand Chief Kat 

iennier asked for a research project to be conducted to see if we could 
earn what th 

. , 
. 

1 
I 

e sxwoxw1ya:m
 teach us about enVIronm

enta m
anagem

en 
aod care. I w

orked w
ith a student from

 the University of Saskatchewan to 

..._... 

_........ 
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tr)' and answer that question, but we had to spend a lot of ti 
. 

·11 b 
fi 

. 
rne d1gg· 

for inform
ation that now W

I 
e at our 

ngertips. 
Ing 

I've worked here for three decades now. Sxwoxwiya:rn h 
f 

h 
. . . 

b 
ave a]w 

been an im
portant part o our researc 

achVIhes, 
ut it W

as th 
ays 

ation of one of our stone ancestors from
 a m

useum
 in Seatt] e ~ePatri-

St6:l6 territory that really inspired research into these legend e 
ack to 

s to be . 
in earnest. This showed that people really believed that the s . . 

gin 
pints are . 

these stones· they are not just stories about an artifact they ar 
1 n 

' 
. 

. . 
' 

e sxwo 
. 

ya:m
 that show us our real history and our hvm

g ancestors. Com
 

xw,. 
" 

h 
. 

. 
rnun,ties 

are asking me, 
Sonny, w

 at 1s our sxwoxw10yam
? Can you he! 

them
?" This database delves deep into sxwoxwiya:m

 that have bp us! get 
een ost 

The sxwoxwiya:m
 are what define ou~ rights and our title. lhe · 

distinguish us as um
que from

 other Canadians and from
 other 1 d" Y 

h 
n 1g-

enous people. That's the m
ain reason t ey are so im

portant to u 
0 

. 
. 

. 
s. 

ur 
Aboriginal nghts and our UNDRIP (U

m
ted N

ations D
eclaration on th 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples) rights all m
ake sense only in light of th: 

sxwoxwiya:m that tell us who we are by telling us w
hat our ancestors 

did and how the transform
ers m

ade our w
orld. Sxwoxwiya:m

 teach us 
the reality of shxweli ( ancestor spirits) as real and pow

erful. As stories 
of the past, they explain how our ancestor spirits are active in the places 
that they frequented. 26 

Today we live in an era that som
e people call the "Indian Renais-

sance:• W
e are bringing our culture back to life after a century and a 

half of settler colonialism
 in our territory. But so m

any aspects of our 
culture have been weakened and injured over the years that we need to be 
especially careful to bring things back in ways that protect their original 
integrity. Between 1884 and 1951, our potlatches and w

inter dances were 
illegal. Those were am

ong the m
ost im

portant forum
s w

here we shared 
our sxwoxwiya:m and tended our relationships w

ith the spirits. So, for 
the sxwoxwiya:m we are reviving today, integrity is key. W

e know that 
colonialism

 has slowly over the past seven generation eroded som
e of the 

content. This isn't sim
ply a loss of culture, it's also dangerous in the sense 

that changing these stories will confuse and upset our ancestors. So, the 
original content of stories m

ust be found, revived, and m
aintained in the 

form that our ancestors originally shared-that they will recognize when 
they hear them

 being spoken today. 
These are not fairy tales that people can m

ake up, or add to, _or 
modify. They are our sacred founding stories. I know

 I struggle 
W

l th 
som

e St6:l6 people who have said that they feel it is OK to m
ake up new 
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. a·m
 or to m

odify and adapt existing sxwoxwiya:m, or to take out 
sicW

o"~ 1;h~ stories that they don't feel com
fortable with or to add things 

P arts O
 

. 
that m

ake them
 feel m

ore com
fortable. W

e shouldn't do 
stories 

10 _ the o, accessing the w
ords of ancestors that_ have been ignored or lost 

1 01s, S 
t Bringing these forw

ard and sharm
g them

 are strengthening 
. portan · 

1 
is 1Jll 

d title and our cu ture. 
· hts an 

our ng 
ms of intercom

m
unity conflicts and tensions, I know that today 

In ter 
h 

'b 
'd 

b 
h . 

. 
'b s claim

 w
hat ot er tn es cons1 er to 

e t eir tem
tories. Some 

Jlle tn e 
, 

. 
h' 

b 
f h 

so 
. 

se sxw
oxw

iya:m
 m

 t 1s process 
ecause o t e inaccurate way 

le m1su 
pe0 P 

I 
have som

etim
es attached the wrong St6:lo nam

e to certain 
h t sett ers 
t a 

h' 
I features. I could list other exam

ples, but I don't want to do 
grap 1ca 

geo 
because I don't w

ant to accentuate these conflicts, and I don't 
that here, 

I , 
. 

k 
. 

. 
f 

outline other peop es m
1sta es m

 case 11 con uses people and 
want to the errors to be repeated. But w

hat I do know is that we want to 
causes 

. 
. 

·ve 
eople the tools to start correcting these thm

gs on their own. The 
gi 

bp se will help w
ith this. Som

e of this process will be disruptive for 
data a 

. 
. e when the database first becom

es accessible. But this knowledge is 
aum

 
going to strengthen people and com

m
unities in the long run . 

And we also know
 that this database will disrupt the way people 

talk about sxwoxwiya:m
 going forw

ard. Because in the past you didn't 
have a way to access sxw

oxw
iya:m

 except through the voices of elders. 
Now with the database som

eone could look things up and what they find 
might not be what they w

ant to find, because, with 150 years of colo-
nialism, their m

em
ories of their elders' words m

ay have been forgotten 
or maybe a bit jum

bled. 
And then there is the issue of violence, and, in particular, violent 

sex that appears in som
e of the ancient sxwoxwiya:m

. W
e need to think 

about how we want to share or not share these stories with the current 
generation, and especially w

ith younger people. W
e know that the Sto:lo 

world 150 years ago was som
etim

es violent in ways that would not be 
acceptable today. W

e don't do slave raids anym
ore, and we don't approve 

of nonconsensual sex. W
ith the passing of tim

e, we don't know the exact 
way our ancestors used to explain or contextualize those sxwoxwiya:m

 that 
had that sort of content, and so we don't want to just throw these stories 
out there for teachers and students to look at w

ithout that historical and 
cultural context. W

e know
 that Christian m

orality probably caused som
e 

of these stories to fall away over the years. W
e know that som

e societal 
changes associated w

ith the arrival of settler society were not necessarily 
looked on as bad things. This is not to in anyway apologize for colonization, 

......____ 
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but since colonization, we St6:l6 people have adapted. Som
e cha 

, 
ng~

~
 

ancestors resisted, and other changes they accepted or even em
b 

Y 
. 

h 
h 

. "· 
. 

raced 
W

hat this tells me is t at t ese sxwoxwiya.m
 stones are not just 

h· 
· 

we need to relearn and m
em

orize, they are things we need to think t bings 
d

d
. 

ti
. 

h 
aout 

and tr)' to understan 
an 

m
terpre . 

appreciate t e opportun,·t· 
. 

. 
ies that 

CES methodologies and long-term
 research partnerships w

ith Keith h 
brought, as they_ m

ean that aspect~ o~ the processes of ~ultural revitali::~ 
tion, interpretation, and com

m
um

cat10n are collaborative-w
e each h 

intellectual tools, cultural insights, gifts, and perspectives that we 
have 

s are 
and that enrich one another. 

Tsandlia van Ry: Ey Swayel Siyam
 Siaye, _Tsandlia tel skwi:x, Teli tsel 

bv'e Sq'ewqeyl. (Hello respected leaders and friends. M
y nam

e is Tsandl' 
f 

J am St6:l6 Ts'elxweyeqw, and I am
 

rom
 Skowkale.) I was excited to join 

the research team
, as it not only focuses on the im

plications of settler 
colonialism

 and Indigenous territoriality, but w
ould also allow me to 

focus on how the s;,,.voxwiya:m have shifted and changed by erasure and 
other colonial influences. As a St6:l6 wom

an, who grew
 up away from

 my 
traditional territory, I had lim

ited opportunity to learn m
y culture and 

my history. This research project allowed m
e the opportunity to reengage 

with my culture and history, while also contributing m
eaningfully to a 

project for my com
m

unity. CES allows us the opportunity to learn and 
research these topics directly with and from

 com
m

unity m
em

bers. As 
a student researcher, and a St6:16 wom

an w
orking with St6:16 history, 

what appealed to me m
ost was the opportunity to focus m

y participation 
within a fram

ework that em
phasized learning and researching through 

an Indigenous lens. 
M

y prim
ary role was to transcribe the s)l;woxwiya:m from

 m
ultiple 

sources and enter them
 into a spreadsheet that indexed geographical ref-

erences and people. Through transcription of the s)l;woxwiya:m, I worked 
to analyze the legendary narratives and observe any changes in content 
or form. As I began working through the s)l;W

oxwiya:m, I recognized a 
pattern em

erging within the narrative as well as three prom
inent them

es. 
A

 grand narrative could be seen in stories recorded in different tim
es 

and places. I recognized them
es that showed consistency in narratives 

and cultural continuity across territories, the im
portance of geography 

to identity, and also the significance of cultural know
ledge to Indigenous 

health and well-being. 
W

e know that colonization is a process that shapes people. 11 
shapes Indigenous people's understanding of them

selves, their feelings 
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1 digenous peoples, and their em
otional and psychological 

other 
n 

. 
. ty ,1 A 

1 
. 

. 
h 

abou'. 
·n 

in that dom
inant socie 

. 
s co 0?1zat10n s aped us Sto:lo 

P osiUOn'. gl 
shaped and changed the narratives that were being told 

l 
it a so 

d·tr 
. . 

E 
. 

peoP e'. 
lders from

 
1Herent com

m
unities. 

ven sim
ply within the 

bf vari?us e ( Chilliw
ack) territory, elders tell sim

ilar variations of the 
rs'e[JcweyeqwTh 

historic processes and ongoing m
aintenance of coloniza-

tory. 
e 

5 arne 5 
tinued to fragm

ent-or w
orse, erase-these narratives. As 

have con 
. 

d 
. 

tioD 
ho studies kines10logy an 

aspires to a career in the health 
sorneone w

 nize that this disconnect im
pacts the health and well-being 

field, 1 ;~~fties and will have effects on S~o:16 ways of know
ing for gen-

of corn 
m

e as the transfer of oral history and culture is central to 
tions to co 

, 
era 

ity's cultural health. 
com

m
un 

1 
. 

a 
As Sto:16 people, we co~m

on y m
troduce o~rselves by nam

ing 

t ain 
the river, the tnbal ancestor, the tnbe, and the family, 

the m
oun 

, 
through this we locate ourselves in a set identity that is fram

ed 
a nd 

hi'cally politically, and genealogically. 28 Through m
y participation 

geograp 
' 

on this research project, I ~as better able to unde~sta?d the im
portance 

f 
r sxwoxwiya:m

. In dom
g so, I am

 able to revitalize that knowledge 
O

 OU 
-

through this com
m

unity-based research. This knowledge com
es directly 

from com
m

unity m
em

bers, past and present, w
hich im

proves the cultural 
connection betw

een generations. Through m
y w

ork on this project, I devel-
oped an appreciation of the intim

ate effects of colonization and the ways 
that colonization has com

prom
ised our ability to continue as Indigenous 

people in ways that our ancestors w
ould recognize. 29 

I have no doubt that Indigenous cultural knowledge and com
petency 

is directly related to Indigenous people's well-being. Cultural stress is a 
direct result of Canadian settler colonialism

's ongoing efforts to erase Sto:16 
control of our territory, and the effects can be seen directly through our 
analysis of the SJ\W

oxwiya:m
. 

Taiaiake A
lfred has argued that Indigenous "people can't survive 

disconnected from
 the land; that the crisis of dependency we face, which 

is denied in psychological and spiritual term
s in addition to econom

ic 
terms, requires a restoration of a relationship, on spiritual, psychological 
a nd physical term

s, betw
een Indigenous people and their land:'' 0 M

y 
research on this project suggests that through colonialism

 we have been 
physically as well as narratively rem

oved from
 our territory, and denied 

the _ability to strengthen that relationship with the land. It is my hope and 
aspiration that through the database we are creating, Sto:16 people will 
be able t 

1· 
d b 

0 access narratives that for generations have been ec 1pse 
Y 

......._ 
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I 
. 1 . m

 and through this reconnection they will be able 10 
co onia 1s 

, 
stren 

h 
that relationship through knowled~e of the territory. 

gt en 
In my own journey as a St6:lo wom

an ~ho grew up outside of 
ancestors' territory, geography has been crucial to cultural healin 

allJy 
nne cting to my com

m
unity. M

y role as a researcher on th· 
g nd 

= 
g

~
 

will help m
ake the sxwox-wiya:m _m~re accessible to com

m
unity mellJ~:~t 

who will directly benefit from gam
m

g a better understanding of h 
s 

ancestors understood their world, and their history. 
ow our 

Keith Carlson: It is not just that collaboration enables you to d 
b 

d 
O

 
etter 

scholarship it actually allows you to 
o new types of scholarship 1 -

, 
. 

. 
n ways 

that you could otherwise never do alone. This proiect exam
ining sxwo 

. _ 
ya:m is enriched by the diver~ity of voices, per_spec_tive~, ~nd experie:s 
that have gone into shapm

g ti. As an ethnoh1stonan 1t 1s rewardin 
find ways to work in collaborative partnerships w

ith com
m

unitie~ :: 
answer questions that they have asked so as to m

eet objectives that they 
have identified as m

eanm
gful. Not too m

any years ago the term
 people 

were using was "com
m

unity-based research;' but w
hile that may have 

referred to engaged collaborative scholarship as we define it here, it too 
often only described work that non-Indigenous scholars conducted with 
Indigenous inform

ants while being tem
porarily based in an Indigenous 

com
m

unity. Indigenous people in this m
odel were too often m

erely sub-
jects and academ

ic too often regarded them
selves as the experts creating 

new knowledge. CES is som
ething different. 

The process of collaborating is as im
portant as the outcom

es of the 
collaboration. Each project like this inevitably contributes capacity to the 
next. In addition to whatever else it is, each project is an investm

ent of 
em

otional labor that reinforces and sustains the social foundation upon 
which the collaboration and partnership operates. M

y own CES scholar-
ship simply would not be possible if m

y relationships w
ith m

y Indigenous 
partners broke down. Equally im

portant is the fact that m
y CES scholar-

ship would sim
ply not be as intellectually valuable to either myself, my 

partners, or the broader world if m
y relationships w

ith m
y Indigenous 

partners were not sufficiently robust that they could accom
m

odate and 
transcend occasional divergences in opinion and interpretation. 

One thing that stands out for me in this project is the way that 
inform

al conversations with friends (M
yra and M

arge) could inspire 
original academ

ic and intellectual inquiry involving a host of researchers 
and learners. Now that the project is well underw

ay, it seem
s incredible 

........... 
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I . 
scholars had not already exam

ined key aspects of 
h 

ar~ 
. 

w
u

m
 

that e 
m

ponents of this research collaboration. But of cou 
h 

. 
core co 

Th 
rse, t at 1s 

the 
erfectly understandable. 

e questi~ns em
erged from

 within Coast 
a1s 0 P 

m
unities and through Coast Sahsh conversations that to k 1 

.rsh com
 

. 
. 

o p ace 
Sai 1 

articular h1stoncal context. They are not things that e 
d 

,. bin a P 
. 

. 
. 

m
erge 

11 1:el from intellectual cunos1ty, nor did they develop sim
ply from

 within 
pu 

Y dem
ic historiography. 

the ac;ut that does not n_iea~ t_hat. they do not intersect and contribute 
holarly debates. Tem

tonahty m
 the Coast Salish world had been a 

to SC 
d' 

d b t 
d 

' 
' 

b'ect of local In 1genous 
e a e, aca em1c enquiry, and settler-colo-

su / olitical consternation, for a long tim
e. In the past I have sought to 

nia p 
· 

h 
t d' 

I · 
e these conversations, per aps m

os 
uect y m

 m
y book The Power 

:?;l!ce, the Problem of Time: Aboriginal Identity and Historical Con-
. 

ness in the Cauldron of Colomalzsm, w
here I posited that gendered 

sc1ous 
. 

. 
Pec tives inform

ed the w
axm

g and w
anm

g of supertribal collective 
pers 

. 
identity in the nm

eteenth century. In that study, I sought to determ
ine 

whether sxwoxwiya:m
 m

ight reveal new insights into the strategies and 
tactics that nineteenth century Sto:16 people used when they engaged 
with colonial upheaval and displacem

ent. To w
hat extent, I wondered, did 

sxwoxwiya:m provide Sto:16 people w
ith accounts of how their ancestors 

dealt with ancient tragedy and challenge (i.e., intercom
m

unity conflict, 
volcanic eruption, unexpected absence of salm

on or gam
e, etc.) in ways 

that m
ight have served as precedents to guide their navigation of settler 

colonialism? In that earlier study I approached sxwoxwiya:m
 as windows 

through which I sought to better understand Sto:16 historical conscious-
ness as som

ething som
etim

es separate and distinct from
 St6:l6 history. 

In this current project, we are exam
ining Coast Salish legendary 

stories in a m
anner that goes beyond the analysis of my earlier work. On 

this project, in addition to finding guidance in conversations with elders 
and knowledge keepers, I sought inspiration from

 the sem
inal scholarship 

into ethnopoetics pioneered by D
ennis Tedlock and Del Hymes. Tedlock 

and Hymes have each encouraged us to em
brace Indigenous ways of 

organizing knowledge and m
em

ory as an avenue to building a deeper 
appreciation of cultural history. Integral to this process is the inclusion of 
poetry, voice, song, ritual, and dance. 31 And to better accom

plish this we 
have the benefit of not only classic works of Coast Salish anthropology 
by non-Indigenous scholars such as Franz Boas, W

ayne Suttles, and, m
ore 

recently, Bruce M
iller, but also intellectual enquiry and analysis by Coast 

Salish scholars such as M
ichael M

arker and Jo-Ann Archibald, who are 
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advancing a dialogic m
ethodological fram

ew
ork that provides 1 

. 
people and their outside research partners w

ith a m
odel to b 1 ndigenous 

. . 
e ter en 

that their work serves decolom
zm

g ends. 32 These perspectiv 
sure 

es enab] 
to m

ore eflectively look at the content of legendary sxwoxwi 
. e Us 

what they m
ight reveal about tribal inclusivity and tribal excl 

. ya.rn for 
USivity 

. 
an eye to seeing how these stories have changed over tim

e d 
W

ith 
. 

. 
c 

·1 
ue to th 

colom
al-m

duced changes to ,am1 y structures (and thereby gend 
e 

and gender perspectives) w
ithin St6:lii Coast Salish society. 

er roles 
CES relationships are built upon a web of cultural expectatio 

social obligations that ultim
ately transcend the actions and the per 

ns and 
. 

sonaliti 
of any one researcher. In her 1999 pathbreaking book Decolonizing Me h es 
oloaies: Research and Indigenous People, M

aori scholar Linda r,.L1 ·w . St od. 
o 

w, 
a1 rnith 

challenged Indigenous people to assert them
selves and assurne auth 

. 
and authorship over research that involved and im

pacted them
. She orty 

pointed out ways in which non-Indigenous scholars could reim
agine 1 ~ s_o 

scholarship to enable them
 to participate respectfully and supportive! 

~
Ir 

the decolonizing agenda. Sm
ith's book has been joined since then by oihe~ 

exam
ples of Indigenous research practice. Indigenously driven research 

coupled with m
ethodologies and analysis that em

phasized partnerships 
and the cocreation of knowledge offer avenues for extricating history and 
anthropology from

 the legacy of colonial com
plicity. 33 Additionally, CES 

is necessarily situated w
ithin the context of settler colonialism

.34 
Just as transform

ation is central to the plot of every sxwoxwiya:m
 

legendary story so too should it be em
braced in any CES research part-

nership. Legendary characters w
ithin sxwoxwiya:m

 transform
 one another 

through their dialogue and interactions in ways that in turn are reflected 
in the transform

ations that occur within both Coast Salish storytellers 
and story listeners when sxwoxwiya:m

 are shared betw
een people and 

across generations. O
utsider researchers and com

m
unity m

em
bers who 

are engaged in CES likewise dialogue, interact, and inevitably transform
 

one another through their collaborative research activities. CES, therefore, 
necessarily em

braces notions like hybridity in that it recognizes that not 
only is the research a product of the com

ing together of insider and out-
sider perspectives, but so too are the insider and the outsider them

selves 
shaped and changed through the collaboration process. Collaboration 
necessitates reflection on the relationship, on one's partner(s), and on 
oneself. W

hat is seen is inevitably less a m
irror im

ages than som
ething 

new that em
erges through interaction. 

Projects like the one described in this chapter place em
phasis on 

a m
ethodology of sustained conversation where external scholars return 
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. . 
and engage in conversations with the sam

e (and 
) 

un111es 
new 

con1J!l 
h 

,.,,,e and sim
ilar subjects over the course of years 

d 
to 

on t e 5..,., 
. 

. 
-an 

people 
he course of m

ulllple research projects. Sustained conversations 

0 ~en overt 
1 engaged in w

ith M
yra, and continue to engage in with 

like the 0
~~ 5 are in fact webs of dialogue, for when we m

eet again a few 
.,,a]htsi, 

t· 
. 

. bl 
!'J'a1'a" 

t 
pick up our conversa 10n we inev1ta 

y discover that each 
hs later 

O
 

. 
rJJonl 

carrying that conversat10n to others within our networks 
has been 

lh 
,. 

. 
of us 

1 exchange. As N
axaxa 

ts 1 continues to do today, prior to 
f . tellectua 

I 
Id 

h 
h h 

0 
in 

. 
M

yra not infrequent y to 
m

e t at s e 
ad discussed aspects 

her passing 
ation w

ith others during those tim
es when I was away. She 

r ,onvers 
. 

of ou 
he insights of these conversallons and subsequent rum

inations 
brought 1 

·ned conversations w
ith m

e. Likewise, when appropriate I've 
h r susta1 

' 
to 

e 
,ts of m

y conversations w
ith M

yra and N
axaxalhts'i with 

hared aspe 
5 

d £ 
1 ·Jv friends, and colleagues w

ho I have encountered in between 
uste 

,arn 
i, 

. 
. 

tr 
. . 

w
ith St6:l6 people. In this way, sustained conversations have 

y v1s1ts 
. 

m
 

11 -al to becom
e genuinely deep m

ultifaceted conversations where 
the poten 

. 
. 

. 
d interpretations are cocreated in webs of interaction across tim

e. 
ideas an 

. 
• 

such as this is w
hat m

akes CES so rew
arding. 

Sharing 

Colin Osrnond: As a PhD
 candidate doing CES, I im

m
ediately recognized 

this project's potential and eagerly accepted the role as research coordi-
nator when it was offered to m

e. I have been working with the St6:l6 
and the Tla'am

in com
m

unities for the past several years. I first began 
doing com

m
unity-engaged w

ork w
ith Coast Salish com

m
unities as an 

undergrad at Sim
on Fraser U

niversity. As part of a jointly run Sim
on 

Fraser U
niversity / U

niversity of Saskatchew
an Tla'arnin field school, I 

was asked by the Tla'am
in to research the history of their m

ale elders 
working in the com

m
ercial logging industry. This project blossom

ed into 
a m

aster's thesis supervised by Keith at the U
niversity of Saskatchewan, 

where I had the opportunity to expand m
y study to the St6:l6-a Coast 

Salish group who had sim
ilar questions about their m

en working in the 
logging industry. M

y relationship w
ith these Coast Salish com

m
unities 

spawned from
 questions raised by these com

m
unities, and I continue to 

seek com
m

unity guidance and collaboration in my PhD research with the 
Tla'amin and M

i'km
aq com

m
unities. 

W
hen I started to w

ork on this project, Keith and Naxaxalhts'i had 
already done plenty of leg w

ork. I hit the ground running by helping draft, 
proofread, and edit the SSHRC grant for this project's m

ajor funding. 
Once the news was received that we had been granted funding, I quickly 
went to work designing student research plans and identifying potential 

-..... 
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students. Finding students at the U
niversity of Saskatchew

an 
aided by the history departm

ent's unique initiative-the C
orn;as _greatly 

g aged History Collaboratoriurn, a facility that pairs top-level u d Unity.En. 
. 

n ergrad 
students with com

m
unity partners to w

ork on a wide rang 
f 

Uate 
. 

. 
e O

 topi 
i 

On a Tla'am
in com

ponent of this project that space lim
itations d 

cs. s 
allow us to consider in detail here, we also w

orked closely W
ith oes not 

Clint W
illiam

s, and Gail Blaney and K
arina Peters (Tla'am

in t 
hBegus 

eac ers . 
the local K-12 system

s in Powell River) to identify Tla'am
in hi h 

1n 
Id h . 

d 
d 

g 
school 

students that we cou 
ire to 

o 
ata entry and research d 

. 
unng th 

sum
m

er m
onths. 36 

e 
Once we had our research team

 in place, I w
orked closely W

ith 
team of student researchers (Tsandlia Van Ry, D

rew
 Blaney, and K· 

the 
. 

. 
' 

u-sten 
Paul) to create sum

m
er research m

tem
sh1ps. M

y PhD
 research cont· 

. 
, 

. 
. 

tnues 
to work with the Tlaam

m
 com

m
unity to better understand their relat· ion-

ship with wage labor, com
m

unity identity, and fam
ily organization in the 

twentieth century, so having the opportunity to travel m
ore frequently to 

Tla'am
in territory to work on this project allowed m

e to spend m
uch more 

tim
e in the com

m
unity. Keith and I had also w

orked out an arrangem
ent 

that allowed me to conduct m
y own research alongside research and 

supervision for this project. This allowed m
e to travel and work in the 

com
m

unity in ways that are sim
ply im

possible with average graduate 
student funding packages and coursew

ork/RA
 obligations. 

M
y work on this project also gave m

e the opportunity to represent 
this project at two different high-level academ

ic conferences. W
e orga-

nized two panels in 2018 (the Native A
m

erican and Indigenous Studies 
Association in Los Angeles and the Canadian H

istorical Association in 
Regina). These conferences allowed us to present our prelim

inary findings 
to a broader audience, and to share the successes and challenges we faced 
when conducting this type of CES. The neat thing about our panels was 
that they were not form

ed only by faculty and Indigenous leadership-75 
percent of our panels were m

ade up of graduate and undergraduate stu-
dents. Further, two of the four presenters on our panels were Indigenous. 

Such a balance is worth com
m

enting on. In the still-too-prevalent 
occurrence of non-Indigenous scholars presenting about or for Indigenous 
people, this project aspired to create opportunities for us to present wil h 
our Indigenous partners. Indeed, this was identified as a priority in the 
original grant application and is directly linked to the com

m
itm

ents this 
project has m

ade to build capacity in Coast Salish com
m

unities. 
I highlight these elem

ents of our project not to brag or toot our own 
horn. Rather, I do so in a way that is m

eant to show the m
ultiple a nd 

11111111 
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.... 

h I this project has sought to w
ork with Indigenous people 

yaried w~ys 10
; levels. As a PhD

 student learning the ropes of CES, this 
• a yanety 

·ded m
e w

ith a w
ealth of knowledge and experience in 

o,, 
h 

prov1 
. 

f()J ·ect 
as 

li·ze design, and execute a proiect that accom
plishes the 

p 
ceptua 

, 
. 

. 
. 

. 
h ow to con 

I 
e betw

een m
eetm

g rigorous academ
ic guidelines and 

. 
s ba anc 

. 
. 

P recariou 
ch that is not only m

terestm
g and relevant to Indige-

· ng resear 
. 

. 
. 

. 
conduct! 

but also is collaborative and mclus1ve of Indigenous voices 
5 people, 

nou 
. es 

and perspecuv 
. 

Conclusion 

1 settler colonialism
 has had profound and often unanticipated effects 

ClearY, 
. . 

"
' 1 

kc 
d 

h 
I d ·genous com

m
um

tJes. vve oo 
,orw

ar 
to t e com

pletion of the 
on n I 

• 
• 

collaborative CES research proiect outlm
ed above so that we will be able 

to com
m

ent and report on our analysis and conclusions m
ore fully. But 

what has becom
e clear, and w

hat we can say w
ith certainty, is that the 

collaborative partnerships that have shaped this project have them
selves 

provided us w
ith lessons and insights that highlight the benefits of rela-

tionship building as well as serendipity. Together, these hold the potential 
for enhancing our ow

n future CES activities. 
One of the m

ost distinctive, and perhaps m
ost exciting, elem

ents of 
this project are the layers of m

entorship that occur between the various 
partners and participants at the different stages and phases of this com-
m

unity-engaged w
ork. Indeed, the day that M

yra and M
arge discussed 

with Keith the original ideas for this project over cups of tea, they were 
mentoring Keith. K

eith then w
orked closely with them

 to listen and learn 
more about the ways that colonialism

 interfered with age-old Coast Salish 
gender dynam

ics and territoriality before engaging other Salish knowledge 
keepers and graduate, undergraduate, and high school students to join us 
on this project. This process required m

ost of the research team m
em

bers 
to recognize their role as a m

entee, while at the sam
e tim

e stepping up 
to be a m

entor for other people on the research team
. That is to say, 

M
yra and M

arge m
entored K

eith, N
axaxalhts'i and Keith m

entored one 
another in different spheres Keith m

entored his graduate students, and 
the graduate students m

ent~red the undergraduate students, who then 
mentored the high school students. 

W
ho m

entored and w
ho was m

entored was a fluid process that 
depe nded upon context. Codesigning the project required the various 
partners to assum

e at different tim
es greater or lesser leadership roles 



... 

N
 ·axalhts'i, Osm

ond, and Van Ry 
33 0 I Carlson, 

ax 

-........... 

d 'd the coexecution stage of the research, likew
ise W

ith 
than 

I 
d th 

. 
. 

regard 
. 

of knowledge an 
e co-com

m
um

cal!on of th 
to 

the cocreat1on 
. 

. 
e res 1 

. 
h' h school students and um

vers1ty undergraduat 
u ts. 

Indigenous 
ig 

. 
e stude 

. 
ere being m

entored m
 research m

ethodologies b 
nts, 

for instance, w
 

Y
 grad 

d 
d fa culty but along with elders and know

ledge kee 
Uate 

stu ents an 
' 

. 
Pers the 

h I 
ssum

ed leadership roles over outside academ
ics and 

se 
yout 

a so a 
. 

. 
graduat 

d 
ts \ .,hen it cam

e to im
plem

entm
g and m

terpreting the subti 
. 

e 
n

m
•
 

-
~

 
. 1 cal Indigenous cultural protocols. 

certain o 
M

ore over while certain archival and ethnographic collectio 
, 

. 
. . 

ns Were 
identified as research pnonues for the undergraduate and high school 
students, these researchers were encouraged to tackle sources within those 
collections in whatever order they fel_t would be m

ost fulfilling to their own 

P ersonal and academ
ic interests. Tius served a dual purpose-research 

, 
d. 

. 
b 

ers 
got to work on sources that they ,oun 

m
terestm

g, 
ut they also brou h 

their unique personal, cultural'. and fam
ilial insights and knowledgeg 0 ; 

these them
es and topics to ennch developm

ent of the greater project. 
Throughout the process, Keith and N

axaxalhts'i noticed that allow-
ing students to focus in on certain areas brought new levels of analytical 
sophistication to the project. Indeed, Tsandlia's know

ledge of, and inter-
est in, Indigenous com

m
unity health and w

ell-being allowed her to see 
them

es and trends within the larger project in ways that differed from 
and enriched, those that Keith had originally anticipated, 37 Collective!;, 
these webs of m

entorship helped m
ake this CES project m

ore collaborative 
than traditional com

m
unity-based research projects, and ultim

ately helped 
it to result in m

ore well-rounded and balanced research and analysis. 
The era of scholarly research where one w

hite academ
ic would travel 

to an Indigenous com
m

unity, feverishly record stories for a short period 
of time, return to the university to engage in a lengthy period of reflection 
without com

m
unity input, and eventually publish a peer-reviewed work 

of scholarship from which the benefits rarely returned to the com
m

unity 
is thankfully over. W

e recognize, however, that our current work and 
the database we are constructing benefits from

 th is earlier style of work, 
and we appreciate the energy of earlier scholars and the generosity of an 
earlier generation of St6:16 knowledge keepers. In significant portion, our 
project is designed to help return these sxwoxwiya:m

 in a new, exciting, 
and adaptive way that contributes to genuine capacity building in Coast 
Salish com

m
unities, This project not only recognizes, but fully embraces, 

that hybridity occurs at every level of our scholarship. All research part· 
ners necessarily transform

 one another and in turn are transform
ed by 

----------
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hout a collaborative research project. For those of us 
h r throug 

· · 
· 

h. 
· 

d 
anot e 

tunity to participate m
 t 1s proJect, a vantages and 

0ne 
h 

oppor 
h had t e 

f 
collaborating across the cultural divide hopefully 

w
 o 

derived 
rom

 
benefits 

a little sm
aller. 

d e that gap 
rna 

N
otes 

Albert "Sonny" M
cH

alsie, prologue to Towards a New Ethnohisto 
: 

Lty enuaged Scholarship am
ong the People of the River (W

innipeg· u'!: 
Coff1ff1Unl 

• 
b 

. 
I· 

. 
f M

anitoba Press, 2018), x. 
versityo 

h 
h

d
'il 

1
· 

h 
2 _ M

aria M
ayan 

as reac e 
s,m

 ar cone us10ns. S e argues that within 
·iy-based participatory research there should be no "one leader:• Rather 

communt 
. 

. 
. 

, 
. 

best practices recogm
ze that research relat10nsh1ps should be designed 

emergmg ll aborative efforts to reach broad benefits, and having a single person 
m

~ro 
. 

. 
. 

claiming leadership of th_e entire project c~
 drastically ~kew results and sour 

relations between m
stttuttons and com

m
um

ttes. See M
ana M

ayan, Sanchia Lo, 
Me rin Oleschuk, Ana Laura Pauchulo, and Daley Laing, "Leadership in Com

-
munity -Based Participatory Research: Individual to Collective:· Engaged Scholar 
Journal 2, no. 2 (2016): 11-24. 

. 
. 

3. Cree scholar Shawn W
ilson has descnbed such research expectations 

as the "Three Rs" of Indigenous research m
ethodology: respect, reciprocity, and 

relationality-in which "respect is m
ore than just saying please and thank you, and 

reciprocity is m
ore than giving a gift:' Em

bedded w
ithin these principles, W

ilson 
argues, is an obligation upon outside researchers to engage in a "deep listening 
and hearing with m

ore than the ears:' and to attem
pt to develop a "reflective, 

non-judgmental consideration of w
hat is being seen and heard;' as well as "an 

awareness and connection betw
een logic of m

ind and the feelings of the heart:' 
Wilson, Research ls Ceremony: lndige11011s Research M

ethods (Black Point, NS: 
Fcrnwood, 2008), 86, 59. 

4. St6:l6 Research and Resource M
anagem

ent Centre, "Rights and Title;· 
accessed M

arch 18, 2018, http://w
w

w
.srrm

centre.com
/rightstitle. 

5. A
 sem

inal and still inspiring work on this subject is Brian Dippie, The 
Vanishing American: W

hite Attitudes and U.S. /11dia11 Policy (M
iddletown, CT: 

Wesleyan University Press, 1985). 
6. Thom

as King, The lnconvwient llldia11: A Curious Account of Native 
People in North Am

erica (M
inneapolis: University of M

innesota Press, 2018). 
7. M

ark Rifkin, Beyond Settler Time: Temporal Sovereignty and Indigenous 
Self-Determination (D

urham
, NC

: D
uke University Press, 2017). 

8. W
e are grateful to the Social Sciences and Hum

anities Council for 
funding this research through one of their Insight Grants, 2016-20. 
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9 W
ai•ne Suttles, Coast Salis/1 Essays (Vancouver: Talonbo k 

. 
o s 198 

ch. 3, "Allina! Tics, Subsistence, and Prestige am
ong the Coast Salish:• 

7), esp. 
10 W

ilson Duff, 71,e Upper Stalo I11d1a11s of the Fraser Val/ev B .. 
· 

. 
. 

. 
,, 

rrtrshc I 
(Victoria: British Colum

bia Provm
cral M

useum
, 1952), 79, 83. 
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1 2. Keith Thor Carlson, 71,e Power of Place, the Problem 0 , Ti, 
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r
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1 
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Identity and Hrstoncal Co11sc1011s11ess m
 t 1e u,u dron of Coloniat· 

g111a/ 
) 

h 8 "R 
· 

rsrn (Toro 
University of Toronto Press, 2010 , c . , 
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nto: 
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13. Carlson, The Power of Place, ch. 6, "Identity in the Em
erg· 
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· 

Th 
Ca I 

"I 
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m
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University of Saskatchewan, 2016). 

19. Rosaleen George, in conversation with Keith Carlson, M
ay 1995. 

20. Naxaxalhts'i's tours are now known as Bad Rock Tours. See http://www. 
srrm

centre.com
/cie. 

21. David M
. Schaepe, "Pre-colonial Sto:lo-Coast Salish Com

m
unity Organi-

zation: An Archaeological Study" (PhD diss., University of British Colum
bia, 2009). 

22. M
eanwhile, m

edia coverage of contentious intertribal disputes between 
Coast Salish com

m
unities reinforced for Keith and N

axaxalhts'i the potential 1111111 
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I 
and im

m
ediate applicability of their line of enqu. 

I 
. 

d r va ue 
. 

. 
b 

try. ntertnbal 
bfOa e 

were m
am

festm
g as court 

attles, legal injunctio 
d . 

. ns that 
R' 

ns, an 
m

ter-
1 ens10 

t'li'ties along the Fraser 
1ver had been capturing head!' 

. 
al hos 1 

. 
m

es m
 the 

P erson 
ess of late and w

ould continue to do so into the com
• 

. tream pr 
. 

1ng years. The 
J11i!lns 

bli ·zed disputes betw
een the Duwarrush and M

uckleshoot ne 
S 

ti 
·h

iP
u

o
 

. 
areate, 

h1g Y
 

d St6·16 in the Fraser River Canyon, and the M
usqueam

 S 
. h 

yale an 
· 

.. . 
f 

, 
quam

,s , 
the 

il W. ututh in the vm
m

ty o Vancouver, were am
ong the m

ost 
. 'bl 

f 
and'fsle · 

a. 
v1s1 

eo 
contestat10ns. 

these 23 An edited translation of Boas's Indianische Sagen had been published in 

1990 ~ by Dorothy K
ennedy and Randy Bouchard, but we wanted to be able 

the 
fi 

portions of the translat10n and then to reproduce the entire docum
e t 
n 

to 
h s and others to use as an open access file, and so it was decided t 

~
~

K
U

 
. 

O
 

ur own translat10n. 
create O

 
(Ch' f) Cl' t W

'lli 
24 _ There Hegus 

1e 
m

 
I 

am
s am

ong others encouraged us to 
d 'dentify opportunities w

ithin the project for local First Nations students 
iryan 

1 
· 

· 
ful 

h 
uldh! 

· 
· 

to be involved m
 m

eaning 
. ways t at wo 

. 
e p bm

ld academ
ic capacities 

and cultural com
petencies '"'.thm

 the upcom
ing generatJon. In particular, we 

worked with Gail Blaney, K
arm

a Peters, and Drew Blaney to create curriculum
 

for incorporating knowledge gathered from
 this_project's research into high school 

classrooms. These lesson plans included prelim
inary m

aps of select sxwoxwiya:m 
and codesigned m

em
ory m

apping exercises that helped teach students how to 
think spatially and creatively about Indigenous knowledge and legendary stories. 
We also regularly updated the teachers and educators on the project progress 
and sought their advice on what pedagogical outcom

es would be m
ost useful 

10 their needs. One of the highlights of this research process was when Drew 
Blaney worked with Karina Peters and Tla'am

in students to com
pose a song to 

accompany a Tla'am
in legendary story that Keith had found buried and unindexed 

in the Powell River archives, but that otherw
ise appeared to have dropped from 

1he Tla'amin lexicon. 
25. Boas explains that "m

ost of the following legends were told to me by 
George Chehalis and his wife:' U

nfortunately we do not know which narratives 
were shared by George Chehalis, w

hich were shared by his wife, and which were 
shared by other St6:16 people whom

 Boas m
et while conducting interviews at the 

hop yards in 1890. In personal letters to his family, Boas com
plained that, while 

George Chehalis was a "gem" with nearly unparalleled knowledge of legendary 
narratives, he was frustrated by M

s. Chehalis's efforts at redirecting conversations 
to lhe more recent history of colonialism

. Unfortunately, little of her voice has 
survived in the ethnographic record. Recently M

argaret Bruchac has sim
ilarly 

discussed how Boas and his m
ale inform

ants actively dim
inished the role that 

Indigenous women played in the ethnologies he and his principally m
ale infor-

mants collected. See M
argaret Bruchac, Savage Kin: Indigenous Illjonnants ,md 

American Anthropologists (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2018). 
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26. United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous, 2007 
'"'"·un.orgidevelopm

ent/desa/111d1genouspeoples/declaration-on-th 
. 'https:// 

di~enous-peoplcs.htm
l. 

e-nghts-of-in. 
• 

27. Taiaiakc Alfred, "Cultural Strength: Restoring the Place of 1 
. 

Knowledge in Practice and Policy:· A11stmlian Aboriginal Studies, no. 1 (2 ndigenous 
28. Linda Tuhiwai Sm

ith, "Culture M
atters in the Knowledg 

E OIS): 3-11. 
. 

fro 
h 

. 
e 

conom
y" . 

Interrogating Development: lns,ghts 
m

 t e M
argins, ed. Frederique A

 
' in 

~Jin, Sanjay Kum
ar, and Arvind M

ishra (New Delhi: O
xford Un· 

pffel-M
a,. 

2010), 217-33. 
iversuy Press, 

29. Alfred, "Cultural Strength:' 
30. Ibid. 
31. Dennis Tedlock, The Spoken W

ord and the W
ork of Interpretation (Phil. 

adelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1983); Dell H
. Hym

es, Now I K
 

Only So Far: Essays in Etlmopoetics (Lincoln: U
niversity of Nebraska Press, 20 ~~w 

32. Jo-ann Archibald, Indigenous Storywork: Educating the Heart 
M

' ). 
Body, and Spirit (Vancouver: University ~f_British Colum

bia Press, 2008): 59 ~;~; 
"An Indigenous Storywork M

ethodology, m
 Handbook of the Arts in Qualitative 

Research, ed. J. Gary Knowles and Ardra L. Cole (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 
2008), 371-84. 

33. Linda Tuhiwai Sm
ith, Decolonizing M

ethodologies: Research and lrtdig-
e11011s People (London: Zed Books, 1999). M

ore recently, Sm
ith has continued to 

engage in conversations over Indigenous research m
ethods in her article "Cul-

ture M
atters in the Knowledge Econom

y." See also M
argaret Kovach, illdigenous 

M
ethodologies: Characteristics, Conversations, and Contexts (Toronto: University of 

Toronto Press, 2009); W
ilson, Research Is Ceremony, A

rchibald, "An Indigenous 
Storywork M

ethodology"; Indigenous Storywork. 
34. Patrick W

olfe, Settler Colonialism and the Transformation of Amliropology: 
The Politics and Poetics of an Ethnographic Event (New York: Cassell, 1999). M

ore 
recently, in Settler Colonialism, Lorenw

 Varacini has provided sett/er-colonial 
studies with a theoretical fram

ework. Lorenzo V
aracini, Settler Colo11i11/is111: A

 
Theoretical Overview (New York: Palgrave M

acm
illan, 2010). M

ore recently still, 
Adam Barker has provided an overview of the current state of settler colonialism 
studies. Adam

 Barker, "Locating Settler Colonialism
:• Journal of Co/011i11/ism and 

Colonial History 13, no. 3 (2012), https://doi.org/10.1353/cch.2012.0035. 
35. Colin O

sm
ond, "The C

ol/aboratorium
-U

niversity of Saskatchewan 
Launches Initiative in Com

m
unity-Engaged H

istory, Active History, July 26, 2016, 
http:/ /activehistory.ca/2016/07 /the-col/aboratori um

.university-of -saskatchewan-
launches-initiative-in-com

m
unity-engaged-history/. 

36. To help identify these students, I worked with K
arina Peters and Gail 

Blaney to develop lesson plans that tasked students w
ith reading and transcribing 

legendary stories. Students were then asked to plot the spatial elem
ents of the 

story using basic m
apping tools. This gave students the opportunity to create 

111111111 
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. 
s of the textual elem

ents of the legendary stories, teaching 
sentauon 

d' · 
th 

ft 
1 

· 
. al repre 

·all 
about oral tra 1t10ns 

at o en on y eXIst in written text 
,,su 

·kspaU
Y

 
. 

d 
' 

l 1 o thin 
. al 1 ndscape. Teachm

g stu ents that these stories took place 
then 

hys1 c 
a 

. 
I on the P 

. 
the Coast Sahsh w

orld helps them
 to better appreciate the 

no 
al 

)aces in 
. physic 

P 
h 

their ancestors lived, worked, and traveled upon before the 
1n 

d apes t at 
'al 

· d 
-ast Jan sc 

. an reserves in the colom
 

per10 . 
' 

. n 0 f!ndi 
, 

. 
, 

d 
. 

. 
. 

. venuo 
. 

1 Drew Blaney s passion ,or an 
experience m

 revitalizing 
Jll 

7 Similar Y• 
. 

. 
3 · 

songs, and dances led hun durm
g research on a different 

r1aantl11 Janguag:h project to analyze a specific set of Tla'am
in legendary stories 

part of our res: 1970 s. Drew's knowledge of ?ay ?aJ u0am
 ( the Tla'amin's language) 

reeorded by 1Il 
add these legends to the database but also aided him

 in other 
enabled bun to lace in the Tla'am

in com
m

unity. Kirsten Paul, the granddaughter 
research takin~ em

inent Tla'am
in elder and author of W

ritten as I Remember 
of Elsie Paul,(?ams ra?aw) from the Life of a Sliammon Elder, was able to use 
fl: Teach~ng~owledge when reviewing Tla'am

in legends that both added a layer 
her fam Y. 

10 our project and also fed into her high school education and her 
of complexity 
past-high school plans. 
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